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CITY OF PINE LAKE 
MINUTES 

JUNE 18 2012 
7:30 PM 

 
 

PRESENT:       
 
Mayor Kathie deNobriga 
Mayor Pro-Tem Melanie Hammet     
Council Member Cindy Diamond 
Council Member Megan Pulsts    
Council Member Brian Carr 
Council Member George Chidi 
 
Police Chief Y’Hudah-Green   
Acting Director of Administration Valerie Caldwell 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor deNobriga called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm and led the pledge of 
allegiance.   
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Mayor deNobriga reported the following: 
 

 Authorizing a contract for services to Fox Environmental to assist the City in 
stormwater related activities including preparation of the annual stormwater 
report.   

 

 Signing up for Mayors Against Illegal Guns 
 

 A debriefing on Facility Management  
 

Council member Carr stated the vote on the Transportation Special Local Option Sales 
Tax is approximately six weeks away.  The local share for Pine Lake is projected to be 
slightly in excess of $29,000 per year for ten years to be used for transportation 
enhancement.  Council member Carr stated that the local funds could be utilized as a 
match for federal grants. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Hammet discussed the algae problem in the lake.  She stated that 
sterile grass carp would certainly help the situation but could not completely abate the 
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situation this year, and a second option would be human algae pull.  She stated she 
would be meeting with former Mayor Greg Zarus on Wednesday to discuss water 
temperatures and other issues attributable to the situation.  The third option would be 
introduction of certain chemicals into the lake; however she was disinclined to 
recommend that course of action.  Lastly, she stated there are differing options from the 
two fish experts. 
 
Council member Chidi stated this was his last meeting and he would be issuing his 
resignation in a couple of months.  He explained that he was moving to Philadelphia, 
where his wife is currently residing.  He commented that he came into office with a “fire 
and brimstone” attitude toward city finances, however after having served for six months 
he realizes the city is doing everything it can with the monies available.  He stated that 
the council would be making some very hard financial decisions and he would not be 
casting a vote on the millage rate, but if staying would vote in favor of the current 
(millage) proposal.   
 
Mayor deNobriga stated she and Mayor Pro-Tem Hammet had met with County 
representatives earlier that day to review the Community Development Block Grant 
contract for the development of McAllister Park.  She stated several changes were 
being made to the contract, including a small percentage of the money being made 
available for funding of the management of the grant.  This item is scheduled to be on 
the July agenda. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Creech thanked Mayor Pro-Tem Hammet and others who had worked diligently to 
pull algae from the lake.  He stated he had turned the water back on to the lake last 
Friday as the level was beginning to get low.  He also reported debris in the pipe 
causing a blockage. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 
Arts & Culture – Lake fest Committee meeting monthly. 
 
TAB – Council member Pulsts stated there will be a tree planting on Turtle Island this 
fall. 
 
ARB – No report 
 
CONSENT AGENGA 
 
Motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented was made by Mayor Pro-Tem 
Hammet, seconded by Council member Pulsts and was unanimously approved.  
Approved were minutes of the 05/14/12 and 05/29/12 Council meetings. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Second Reading of Alcohol Ordinance – Council member Pulsts explained the 
proposed change to the ordinance involved the residency requirement for the licensee 
for on premise consumption.  The current ordinance requires the license holder to be a 
resident of DeKalb County, whereas the proposed ordinance expands that to include 
DeKalb, Gwinnett, Fulton, Cobb, Rockdale and Clayton counties.  Motion to approve as 
presented was made by Council member Diamond, seconded by Council member Carr 
and was unanimously approved.   
 
Consideration of Alcohol License for GG’s Pier 23 Bar and Grill – Motion to approve 
was made by Council member Pulsts and seconded by Council member Carr.  Ms. 
Caldwell reported that all items required by ordinance for submission had been 
completed and a three-month temporary license could be issued if council chose to do 
so.  Council member Pulsts stated that the temporary license would not vest any 
inherent property rights and that the ordinance allows for the license to be rescinded for 
ordinance violations.  A brief discussion ensued regarding code enforcement issues.  
Council member Pulsts stated that an overhaul of the entire alcohol ordinance was in 
the works, and would be ready for a first reading in July.  Council member Diamond 
addressed the applicants stating they had handled the application process 
unprofessionally, and should she vote in favor, it would be with reservations.  She 
further stated that the business would be under scrutiny.  Upon call of the question, the 
motion was approved 4-1.  Mayor Pro-Tem Hammet voted in opposition. 
 
Consideration of Alcohol License for New Era Café -   Ms. Caldwell reported that this 
applicant had met all ordinance requirements.  This application was unanimously 
approved for a three-month temporary license upon motion by Brian Carr and second 
by Council member Diamond.   
 
At this point Council member Chidi leaves the meeting.  8:12 pm. 
 
Review of Architectural Renderings for Beach House Renovation  - Council member 
Diamond reports that Phase Two cannot be undertaken without the repair work required 
by Phase One.  She stated that the contractors had discussed roofing and rafter issues 
with Public Works Director Phil Howland, and that information had not been passed on.  
Council member Carr questioned the amount of the contingency budget.  Council 
member Diamond stated without knowing the extent and associated cost of the repairs, 
it was impossible to determine a contingency budget.  Council member Pulsts asked 
about floor plan changes.  Following a brief discussion, it was determined this item 
would be placed on the June 26th agenda and Committee member Kim Larsen would be 
present to address any questions. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
There were no public comments at this time. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
Presentation of Request from Bird Committee – For the Birds Committee Members 
Suzanne Hurley-Zarus and Greg Creech presented a request for bird houses and a 
motion activated sprinkler to deter the Canadian geese.  Ms. Zarus explained that the 
committee was asking citizens to adopt a bird house and it would have an engraved 
plate placed on the house bearing the name of the individual adopting the house.  There 
will also be an installation team to erect the houses.   
 
Council discussed acquiring swans to control the geese.  It was noted that swans could 
become very aggressive, especially during mating season. 
 
Motion to approve the approve the request for up to $1,000 for bird houses and 
sprinkler to be funded from the Ann McAllister account was made by Council member 
Pulsts, seconded by Council member Diamond and was unanimously approved.  A brief 
discussion was held regarding the introduction of swans as a means to eliminate the 
geese.   
 
Millage Rate – Council member Diamond disseminated a list she and resident Jonny 
Coe compiled of all properties in Pine Lake and the taxable amount at various levels.  
The current rollback rate is set at 24.19 mils as was advertised, however a lesser 
millage rate was discussed.  As the setting of a lower millage rate that the rollback 
would negatively impact revenue levels, reduction of the budget commensurate with the 
lesser millage was discussed.  Council also discussed the adding an additional meeting 
so as to garner public input.  The remaining meetings on this item are as follows: 
 
Special Called Meeting for a Public Hearing on Tuesday, 06/26 from 6:30 – 7:30 PM 
Mayor’s Listening Session on Saturday 06/30 at 11:00 AM, and a Public Hearing and 
vote on Monday, 07/09 at 7:30 PM 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Motion to go into Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter was made by Mayor 
Pro-Tem Hammet, seconded by Council member Pulsts and was unanimously 
approved.  Present in Executive Session were Mayor deNobriga, Mayor Pro-Tem 
Hammet, Council members Carr, Diamond, Pulsts; and staff members Chief Green and 
Valerie Caldwell.  Mayor deNobriga briefed Council on a personnel matter.  Motion to 
adjourn Executive Session and reconvene in regular meeting status was made by 
Council member Diamond, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Hammet and was unanimously 
approved. 
 
There was no action taken in Executive Session.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned upon motion by Council 
member Diamond, and second by Mayor Pro-Tem Hammet.  10:15 pm.  
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__________________________________ 
Valerie Caldwell 


