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CITY OF PINE LAKE 
MINUTES 

JUNE 26, 2012 
7:30 PM 

 
 

PRESENT:      
 
Mayor Kathie deNobriga 
Mayor Pro-Tem Melanie Hammet     
Council Member Megan Pulsts    
Council Member Brian Carr 
Council Member Cindy Diamond 
 
Acting Director of Administration Valerie Caldwell 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
This meeting, having been properly noticed, was called for the purpose of soliciting 
public input on the setting of the millage rate.   
 
Mayor deNobriga called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. 
 
She stated the value of the tax digest had declined 18.97% from the previous year.  She 
reported she had contacted Donna Rosser, Deputy Assessor from DeKalb County to 
request review of valuations on certain streets and had been given the following 
information: 
 
The range in sales in Pine Lake was between $30,000 - $116,000.  The city was divided 
into two neighborhoods, not geographically contiguous, but by value.  One 
neighborhood consisted of 300 of the older homes, with the second neighborhood being 
the newer/larger/nicer homes.  Prior to 2010, the assessor’s office was not required to 
factor in distressed and bank-owned (foreclosed) homes into the digest evaluation.   
That has had to be factored in the past two years which is responsible for the decrease 
in the value of the digest.  The last day to file an appeal is 07/13.  If the market data 
supports a request to increase the value of property, the staff has been instructed to 
make the appropriate adjustment. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Hammet stated that the rollback rate of 24.19 would place the city at 
the exact same level as currently exists.  With the attendant budget cuts that were made 
at the setting of the 2011 mil rate, the city was put in a position of the Mayor 
volunteering to pick up leaves, and the Mayor Pro-Tem driving the tractor for public 
works projects.  She stated that this was simply not a sustainable fiscal picture.  She 
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urged consideration be given to what kind of city we find sustainable and what we can 
simply not afford.  Council member Diamond pointed out that the 2011 cuts were very 
deep and included mandatory furlough days, and pay cuts, with the chief voluntarily 
leading the pay reduction effort.   
 
Council member Diamond stated she and Jonny Coe had prepared a chart showing 
each property and the anticipated taxes at 22.05 mils and at 24.19.  This list was 
reviewed and she asked if there were questions for clarity.   
 
Lyn Nygaard expressed concern about the exiting bare bones budget with an already 
high mil rate and few services.   
 
Council member Carr stated that the he gleaned from the Mayor’s listening sessions 
that the residents wanted services and experiences. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Hammet stated the city had expended a great deal of federal money on 
the lake and wetlands, which will require on-going maintenance.  She stated this was a 
wonderful asset but the city must now put resources toward preserving and maintaining 
this asset. 
 
Mayor deNobriga stated former Mayor Zarus had suggested increasing plot fees and 
stormwater fees.  She explained the plot fee was established to take care of sanitation 
and public facilities.   
 
Council discussed the high mil rate being a deterrent to businesses, as well as 
residents.   
 
Lyn Nygaard stated she hated to see the burden be put on the backs of the employees 
rather than spreading it out. 
 
Jean Bordeaux stated she would like to see the city services and employees brought 
back up to a decent level, however understood how a high tax rate would deter 
business and residents from locating in Pine Lake. 
 
The final public hearing is scheduled for 07/09/12 prior to the vote.  
 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Valerie Caldwell 


