
l 
1 

1 

l 

1 

1 

l 
l 
\ 

\ 

\ 

l 
l 

' 

PHASE I 
ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSMENT 

1.0 ACRE PARCEL 
565 SPRUCE DRIVE 

PINE LAKE, DEKALB COUNTY, GEORGIA 
S&ME Project No. 1804-12-249 

Prepared for: 

City of Pine Lake 
P.O. Box 1325 

Pine Lake, Georgia 30072 

Prepared by: 

3380 Town Point Drive, Suite 140 
Kennesaw, Georgia 30144 

May 2012 



I 
1 

1 

l 

J 

1 

) 

] 

I 
1 

J 

May 29,2012 

City of Pine Lake 
P.O. Box 1325 
Pine Lake, Georgia 30072 

$ S&ME 

Attention: Ms. Valerie Caldwell, Director of Administration 

Reference: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
1.0 Acre Parcel 
565 Spruce Drive 
Pine Lake, DeKalb County, Georgia 
S&ME Project No. 1804-12-249 

Dear Ms. Caldwell: 

S&ME, Inc. has completed a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment for the referenced 
Prope11y. The purpose of the Phase I Environmental Site Assessment was to identify, to 
the extent feasible, recognized environmental conditions in connection with the prope11y. 
The attached report presents the findings of S&ME's Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment. The Phase I Environmental Site Assessment was perfom1ed in accordance 
with ASTM E 1527-05. 

ASTM E 1527-05 states that an Environmental Site Assessment "meeting or exceeding" 
this practice and completed less than 180 days prior to the date of acquisition or intended 
transaction is presumed to be valid if the rep011 is being relied on by the User for whom 
the assessment was originally prepared and the following components were completed: 
interviews, the regulatory review, site visit, and the declaration by the environmental 
professional responsible for the assessment. Based on this requirement, this rep011 is 
presumed to be valid for 180 days after May 21, 2012. 

S&ME appreciates the opp011unity to provide the Environmental Site Assessment for this 
project. Please contact us at your convenience if there are questions regarding the 
information contained in this rep011. 

I ' 

4~ 
Senior Project Manager 

S&ME, INC. 1 11420 Johns Creek Parkway I Duluth, GA 30097 I p 770.476.3555 f 770.476.0213 I www.smeinc.com 
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Phase I ESA/1.0 Acre Parcel 
565 Spruce Drive, Pine Lake, DeKalb County, Georgia 

Summary 

S&ME No. 1804-12-249 
May 29, 2012 

S&ME has perfom1ed a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) of the 1.0 acre 
parcel (Property), located at 565 Spruce Drive, Pine Lake, DeKalb County, Georgia. 
This summary is provided as a convenience to the reader and should not be relied upon 
without reading the full content of this report including information provided in the 
appendices. 

The Property consists of a 1.0 acre parcel of land developed with a two-story residential 
structure built in 1940 and a large shed. The Property is located at 565 Spruce Drive, Pine 
Lake, DeKalb County, Georgia. 

Topography across the Property is graded relatively flat. Overall, topography in the 
vicinity of the Property slopes to the north, towards Snap finger Creek. The Property is 
located in the vicinity of existing residential developments and Pine Lake. 

The historical aerial photographs reviewed indicate a small unidentifiable structure with 
undeveloped, grassy land on the Property in 1939. 

Adjoining properties to the south and east are residential. The adjoining property to the 
north consists of Snapfinger Creek and what appear to be wetland areas. The adjoining 
property to the west is Pine Lake, located across Spruce Drive. 

Several nearby sites were listed in the electronic database reports: one State Hazardous 
Waste Site (SHWS) site, one Georgia Non Hazardous Site Inventory (GA NON-HSI) 
site, and three Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) sites were identified within 
the ASTM search radii. 

The sites listed in the electronic database reports are not considered to be recognized 
environmental conditions based on relative topographic gradient, current regulatory 
status, field observations, distance from the Property, information obtained through 
personal interview, or some combination of these attributes. 

This assessment has revealed no evidence of recognized environmental conditions in 
connection with the Property. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

S&ME conducted a Phase I ESA on the Property, located at 565 Spruce Drive, Pine 
Lake, DeKalb County, Georgia. The ESA was conducted in accordance with the 
American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) E 1527-05, Standard Practice for 
Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Enviromnental Site Assessment Process. 
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Phase I ESN1 .0 Acre Parcel 
565 Spruce Drive, Pine Lake, DeKalb County, Georgia 

1.1 Purpose 

S&ME No. 1804-12-249 
May 29, 2012 

The purpose of this Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) was to identify, to the 
extent feasible pursuant to the processes described herein, recognized envirorunental 
conditions in connection with the subject property. 

ASTM defines the term recognized environmental condition as the presence or likely 
presence of hazardous substances or petroleum products on the property under conditions 
that indicate an existing release, a past release, or a material threat of a release of 
hazardous substances or petroleum products into the structures on the property or into the 
ground, groundwater, or surface water of the property. The term does not include de 
minimis conditions that generally do not present a material risk of ham1 to public health 
or the environment and that generally would not be the subject of enforcement action if 
brought to the attention of appropriate governmental agencies. 

ASTM defines historical recognized environmental condition as an environmental 
condition which in the past would have been considered a recognized envirorunental 
condition, but which may or may not be considered a recognized environmental condition 
currently. 

1.2 Detailed Scope of Services 

1.2.1 ASTM E-1527-05 
S&ME's approach to performing this ESA consisted of four major tasks in accordance 
with the ASTM Standard Practice E1527-05 . 

Task 1-A review of reasonably ascertainable public records for the site and the 
immediate vicinity was conducted. This review was performed to characterize 
environmental features of the site and to identify past and present land use activities, on 
or in the vicinity of the site, which may indicate a potential for recognized environmental 
conditions. The review of the public records included: 

1. Examination of federal, state, tribal and local public records for the site and 
immediate vicinity. 

2. Examination of one or more of the following resources: aerial photographs, fire 
insurance maps, tax files, building department records, zoning/land use records, 
street directories and topographic maps of the site and vicinity for evidence 
suggesting past uses that might have involved hazardous substances or petroleum 
products. 

3. Examination of land title records back to 1940, or first development use, 
whichever earlier as well as a copy of the current deed, if the documents are 
provided to S&ME by the Phase I ESA user. 

Task 2-A site reconnaissance was performed to identify visual signs of past or existing 
contamination on or adjacent to the site. This reconnaissance was also performed to 
evaluate any evidence found in our public record review that might indicate activities 

2 
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Phase I ESN1.0 Acre Parcel 
565 Spruce Drive, Pine Lake, DeKalb County, Georgia 

S&ME No. 1804-12-249 
May 29, 201 2 

resulting in hazardous substances or petroleum products being used or deposited on the 
site. The site reconnaissance included the following activities: 

1. A reconnaissance of portions of the site and adjacent properties was performed to 
observe evidence of current and past property uses, signs of spills, stressed 
vegetation, buried waste, underground or above ground storage tanks, subsidence, 
transfom1ers, or unusual soil discoloration which may indicate the possible 
presence of contaminants on the properties. 

2. Sections of the periphery of the property were viewed and a walk-through of 
accessible areas of the site interior was conducted including the interior of on-site 
structures. 

3. Areas of the site were photographed to document the current use(s) ofthe 
property as well as conditions such as unusually discolored soil, stressed 
vegetation, or other significant features associated with the property. 

Task 3- Interviews of past and present property owners, operators and occupants as well 
as with appropriate local officials were conducted to consider any local knowledge of 
hazardous substances or petroleum products on the property or on adjacent properties. 

Task 4-The collected data were evaluated and this report was prepared. 

1. 2. 2 Exclusions from and Additions to Scope of Services 
Unless specifically authorized as an addition to the Phase I ESA work scope, the 
assessment did not include any assessment of environmental conditions not specifically 
included in the ASTM E 1527-05 standard such as the assessment of business risk issues 
such as asbestos-containing materials; lead-based paint; lead in drinking water; mold, 
fungi or bacteria in on-site buildings; regulatory compliance; cultural/historic risks; 
industrial hygiene; health/safety; ecological resources; endangered species; indoor air 
quality (including vapor intrusion); radon or high voltage power lines. S&ME, Inc. could 
provide any of these additional services, if specifically requested. 

1.3 Significant Assumptions 
The groundwater within the Piedmont Geologic Province is typically contained in an 
unconfined (water table) aquifer. The slope of the water table under static conditions (no 
pumping interference) often approximates the land surface topography. Thus, the 
interpreted groundwater flow direction is assumed to be approximately the same as the 
down slope direction ofthe ground topography. Perennial surface waters (creeks, 
streams, rivers, etc.) are assumed to act as a discharge point for groundwater flow. 

1.4 Limitations and Exceptions of Assessment 
The Phase I ESA was conducted in accordance with ASTM E 1527-05. The findings of 
this report are applicable and representative of conditions encountered at the property on 
the date of this evaluation, and may not represent conditions at a later date. The review of 
public records was limited to that infmmation which was available to S&ME at the time 
this report was prepared. Interviews with local and state government authorities were 
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565 Spruce Drive, Pine Lake, DeKalb County, Georgia 

S&ME No. 1804-12-249 
May 29, 201 2 

limited to those people whom S&ME was able to contact during the preparation of this 
report. Information was derived from "reasonably ascertainable" and "practically 
reviewable" sources in compliance with our understanding of the standards set forth by 
ASTM E 1527-05. 

• The Property is a foreclosure and no previous owner was available for an 
interview. 

1.5 Special Terms and Conditions 
This Phase I ESA was conducted in accordance with ASTM E-1527-05 and S&ME's 
Proposal AG4-12-187, dated May 10,2012. 

1.6 User Reliance 
The resulting report is provided for the sole use of the City of Pine Lake. Use of this 
report by any third parties will be at such party's sole risk except when granted under 
written permission by S&ME. Any such authorized use or reliance by third parties will be 
subject to the same Agreement, under which the work was conducted for the City of Pine 
Lake. 

2. SITE DESCRIPTION 

2.1 Site Location 
The Property is located at 565 Spruce Drive, Pine Lake, DeKalb County, Georgia. The 
approximate location of the Property is shown on Figures 1 and 2. According to the 
DeKalb County Tax Assessor's website, the Property has been assigned a parcel 
identification number (PIN) of 1804109170 and is owned by Scott Harrison. 

2.2 Site and Vicinity Characteristics 
The Property consists of 1.0 acre parcel of land developed with a two-story residential 
structure built in 1940 and a large shed. Adjoining properties to the south and east are 
residential. The adjoining property to the west is Pine Lake, located across Spruce Drive. 
The adjoining property to the north consists of Snapfinger Creek and what appears to be a 
wetland area. 

2.3 Current Uses of the Property 
The Property is currently a vacant, two-story residential home with a large shed with 
flood damage (foreclosure). 

3. USER PROVIDED INFORMATION 

3.1 Title Records 
No title records were provided to S&ME for review. 

4 
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Phase I ESN1 .0 Acre Parcel 
565 Spruce Drive, Pine Lake, DeKalb County, Georgia 

3.2 Environmental Liens or Activity and Use Limitations 

S&ME No. 1804-12-249 
May 29, 2012 

Ms. Valerie Caldwell, City of Pine Lake and representative ofthe owner, indicated she 
was unaware of environmental liens or activity and use limitations associated with the 
Property. 

3.3 Specialized Knowledge 
Ms. Caldwell did not indicate that she had specialized knowledge that is material to 
recognized environmental conditions identified in connection with the Property. 

3.4 Commonly Known or Reasonably Ascertainable Information 
Ms. Caldwell did not indicate that she had commonly known or reasonably ascertainable 
information related to environmental conditions at the Property. 

3.5 Valuation Reduction for Environmental Issues 
Ms. Caldwell indicated that she was not aware of valuation reduction for the Property due 
to environmental issues; however, the valuation reduction for the Property is due to flood 
damage from Snapfinger Creek. 

3.6 Owner, Property Manager and Occupant Information 
According to the DeKalb County Tax Assessor's website the Property is currently owned 
by Scott Harrison. The Property is a foreclosure with flood damage and is being acquired 
by the City of Pine Lake. The Property is currently vacant. Interview information is 
located in Section 6.0. 

3.7 Reason for Performing the Phase I ESA 
The purpose of the ESA is to identify, to the extent feasible, pursuant to ASTM E 1527-
05, recognized environmental conditions in connection with the Property. S&ME 
understands that this Phase I is being performed as part of a financial transaction related 
to the Property. 

4. RECORDS REVIEW 

4.1 Standard, Non-Standard & Supplemental Environmental Record 
Sources 

S&ME retained Environmental Data Resources (EDR) to prepare a report compiling 
Federal and State environmental database information from the environmental records of 
the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and the Georgia EPD. The 
purpose of the EDR report was to identify environn1ental sites and activities of potential 
concern within an approximate minimum search distance from the Property, as 
established by ASTM E 1527-05. The EDR environmental records report is included in 
Appendix II and contains detailed information regarding the release date and search 
distance for each database researched. 

Several nearby sites were listed in the electronic database reports: one State Hazardous 
Waste Site (SHWS) site, one Georgia Non Hazardous Site Inventory (GA NON-HSI) 

5 



1 

] 

1 

Phase I ESN1.0 Acre Parcel 
565 Spruce Drive, Pine Lake, DeKalb County, Georgia 

S&ME No. 1804-12-249 
May 29, 2012 

site, and three Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) sites within the ASTM search 
radii . 

Distance/ 

Name/Address Database Direction Elevation Remarks 

(approximate) 

Eagle Ridge Shopping 2,800+ This site is distant from the Center/4450 Rockbridge SHWS 
feet/southwest Higher 

Property. 
Road 

Cleaners Care/5998 GA NON-HSI 
4,600+ 

Higher 
This site is distant from the 

Memorial Drive feet/northeast Property. 

This site is distant from the 

Former Hogan's/4533 2,200+ Property. This site received No 
LUST Higher Further Action (NFA) status for a 

Rockbridge Road feet/southwest 
confirmed petroleum release in 

October 2002. 

This site is distant from the 
Property. This site received NFA-

Pine Lake Baptist Monitoring Only status for a 

Church/4528 Rockbridge LUST 
1,900+ 

Higher confirmed petroleum release in 
feet/southwest June 1992. This site had three Road 

underground storage tanks (USTs) 
removed from the ground in June 

1992. 

This site is distant from the 
Texaco/4513 Rockbridge 

LUST 
2,200+ 

Higher Property. This site received NFA 
Road feet/southwest status for a confirmed petroleum 

release in December 1993. 

The EDR report also includes a list of "orphan sites" which are not plottable by EDR due 
to inadequate, incorrect or incomplete geographic information. S&ME reviewed the list 
of "orphan sites" and no orphan sites were identified within the applicable ASTM search 
radii. 

4.2 Physical Setting Sources 
The topography ofthe Property and the surrounding area were reviewed from portions of 
the U.S. Geologic Survey (USGS), 7.5 minute series, Topographic Map, Stone Mountain, 
GA Quadrangle. The Property is approximately 920± feet above mean sea level. 
Topography across the Property is graded relatively flat. 

The Property is located in the Piedmont Geologic Province of Georgia. The Piedmont is 
composed of metamorphic rocks with localized igneous intrusions. The Geologic Map of 
Georgia indicates the Property is underlain by mica schist/gneiss. 

Residual soils encountered in the Piedmont are the product of in-situ chemical and 
physical weathering of the parent rock. Weathering is most advanced near the surface and 
decreases with depth. The near-surface soils are often clayey, grading to sandy silts or 
silty sands with increasing depth. In deeper residual soil strata, the banded structural 
appearance of the parent rock is evident. Partially weathered rock is encountered usually 
as a transition zone to underlying, relatively sound, continuous rock. This profile may be 
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565 Spruce Drive, Pine Lake, DeKalb County, Georgia 

S&ME No. 1804-12-249 
May 29, 201 2 

altered by man, by excavating or filling, and may be altered by erosion or deposition of 
alluvial soils. 

The groundwater within the Piedmont is typically contained in an unconfined aquifer. 
The upper surface of the unconfined aquifer (water table) usually forms a subdued 
version of the overlying natural surface topography. Groundwater often appears within 
the soil mass overlying rock, and in the fractures, joints, and other secondary openings in 
the competent crystalline rock. Based upon the topographic map, it appears that the 
groundwater will flow toward the north, towards Snapfinger Creek. 

According to the Most Significant Ground Water Recharge Areas of Georgia, Hydrologic 
Atlas 18, the Property is not located in a significant groundwater recharge area. Review 
of the Ground Water Pollution Susceptibility Map of Georgia, Hydrologic Atlas 20 
further indicates that the Property is located in a lower pollution susceptibility area with a 
DRASTIC rating less than 141. This map was developed from the U.S. EPA system for 
evaluating ground water pollution potential using hydrogeologic settings. 

The nearest surface water body is Snapfinger Creek which forms the northern Property 
boundary. 

4.3 Historical Use Information on Property and Surrounding Properties 
The previous use of the Property and surrounding area has been investigated by S&ME in 
order to establish if there are any recognized environmental conditions as related to past 
use. The identification of historical uses of the properties in the surrounding area was 
required only to the extent that this information was revealed in the course of researching 
the property itself. Historical resource records for City Directories, Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Maps, Historical Topographic Maps, and Historical Aerial Photography were 
requested from EDR. 

4.3.1 Historical Aerial Photographs 
Copies of aerial photographs dated 1939, 1955, 1960, 1972, 1988, 1993, 2005, and 2007 
were obtained from EDR. Additionally, S&ME reviewed aerial photographs from Google 
Earth® dated October 2011. Copies of the aerial photographs are included in Appendix 
IV. 

4.3.1.1 Aerial Photography (Property) 

A summary of the historical use ofthe Property as observed from the aerial photographs 
reviewed is presented below. 

• The scale ofthe 1939 through 1972 aerial photographs is one inch equal to 476 
feet. The scale of the 1988 aerial photograph is one inch equal to 950 feet. The 
scale ofthe 1993 through 2007 aerial photographs is one inch equal to 500 feet. 

a In the 1939 through 2007 aerial photographs, the Property appears essentially as it 
does today, except in 193 9 when the Property consists of a small unidentifiable 
structure with undeveloped, grassy land. Snapfinger Creek forms the northern 
Property boundary and Spruce Drive is next to the western Property boundary. 
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565 Spruce Drive, Pine Lake, DeKalb County, Georgia 

S&ME No. 1804-12-249 
May 29, 2012 

• In the 2011 aerial photograph, the Property essentially appears as it does today. 

4.3.1 .2 Aerial Photography (Adjoining Properties and Surrounding Area) 

A summary of the historical use of the adjoining properties and surrounding area as 
observed from the aerial photographs reviewed is presented below. 

• In the 1939 through 2007 aerial photographs, the adjoining and surrounding 
properties to the north, including Snapfinger Creek, and south are residential. 
The adjoining and surrounding properties to the east consisted of undeveloped 
agricultural land with scattered residences until 1988 when the prope11ies were 
developed as residential. The adjoining and surrounding properties to the west 
consist of Spruce Drive and Pine Lake. 

• In the 2011 aerial photograph, the Property essentially appears as it does today. 

4.3.2 Historical Topographic Maps 
Historical topographic maps were reviewed from the Atlanta, GA (1895), Camp Gordon, 
GA (1919), and Stone Mountain, GA ( 1956, 1968, 1973, 1982, 1992, and 1997) 
Quadrangles. A copy of the topographic map is included in Appendix IV. A summary of 
findings is included in the table below. 

Year Observations 

1895, 1919 
Due to the scale of the maps, all that can be determined is that the Property is 
located in a rural area. 

The Property is located in a residential area, on the southern side and 

1956, 1968, 1973, 
adjacent to Snapfinger Creek. Pine Lake is located west of the Property 

1982, 1992, 1997 
across Spruce Drive. The properties to the north and south are residential. 
The properties to the east are undeveloped agricultural land with scattered 
residences until 1982 when this are becomes fully residential. 

4.3.3 City Directory Information 
The City Directory Report provided by EDR did not find the Property listed in any of the 
following directories: Haines Criss-Cross Directory and Polk's City Directory, for the 
years 1975, 1997, and 2010. 

4.3.4 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
The Sanborn Map Report provided by EDR indicates that the Property is located in an 
area with no coverage. 

4.4 Site Reconnaissance 
Mitzy A. Gann, Staff Professional with S&ME, conducted the site reconnaissance on 
May 22,2012 to visually observe the current uses ofthe Property, adjoining properties 
and the surrounding area, as well as the geologic, hydrogeologic, hydraulic, and 
topographic conditions of the Property and surrounding area. Ms. Gmm was escorted by 
Ms. Kathie deNobriga, Mayor of the City ofPine Lake, during the interior inspection of 
the residential structure. Photographs were taken of various portions of the subject 
property to document existing conditions. Copies of these photographs are included in 
Appendix !I ofthis report. 
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Phase I ESA/1.0 Acre Parcel 
565 Spruce Drive, Pine Lake, DeKalb County, Georgia 

4.5 Methodology and Limiting Conditions 

S&ME No. 1804-12-249 
May 29, 201 2 

The reconnaissance included walking the boundaries and portions of accessible interior 
areas of the Property. The purpose of the site reconnaissance was to characterize features 
and environmental conditions at the Property relevant to past or present activities related 
to the potential for deposition of hazardous substances or petroleum products. Conditions 
encountered at the Property on the date of this site reconnaissance may not represent 
conditions at a later date. 

4.6 General Site Setting 

4.6.1 Current Use(s) of the Property 
The Property is currently developed with a vacant, two-story building and a large shed. 

4. 6. 2 Current Use(s) of the Adjoining and Surrounding Properties 
The current uses of the adjoining prope11ies were identified to the extent that they were 
visually observed from the Property during field reconnaissance, or were identified in 
interviews or in the records review. Descriptions of the adjacent properties are outlined 
below: 

• North- Snapfinger Creek and residences 

• South -Residences 

• East - Residences 

• West- Spruce Drive and Pine Lake 

4.6.3 Geologic, Hydrogeologic, Hydrologic and Topographic Conditions 
Topography across the Property is graded relatively flat. Overall, topography in the 
vicinity of the Property slopes to the north. Snapfinger Creek forms the northern 
boundary of the Property. Pine Lake is located west of the Property, across Spruce Drive. 

4.6.4 General Description of Roads and Structures 
The Property is developed with a two-story residence built in 1940 and has a shingled 
roof and a combination of cedar, vinyl, and stucco siding. A crawl space was observed to 
be present beneath the residence. A large shed with a shingled roof and wood siding is 
located south of the residence. A concrete driveway traverses the property from the 
western boundary (Spruce Drive) to the structures. A 4-foot tall chain link fence is 
present near the eastern side of the residence and shed. 

4. 6. 5 Potable Water and Sewage Disposal System 
No potable wells were observed on-site. No indication of a septic system was observed 
on-site. According to the City of Pine Lake website, most residential structures located 
within the city limits are connected to the sanitary sewer disposal system, and it is likely 
that the Property is also connected to the system . 
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4. 7 On-Site Exterior Observations 
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The Property is 1.0 acre parcel of land developed with a two-story residential home and a 
large shed. The Property is served electric service and natural gas by DeKalb County. 
Photographs are included in Appendix II. 

No evidence of hazardous material use or deposition was observed on the Property. 
Evidence ofUSTs (fill or vent pipes) was not observed on the exterior of the Property. 
No unusual soils, staining, or unusual/noxious odors were observed of detected in 
connection with the exterior portions of the subject property. 

4.8 On-Site Interior Observations 
The interior of the residence consists of three bedrooms, two bathrooms, a kitchen, living 
room, dining room, and utility room. The home contains hardwood flooring, two types of . 
carpet, two types of tile flooring and a stone fireplace that opens on both floors. The 
second floor contains unfinished drywall and ceilings. Splotches that appear to be mold 
and/or water damage are apparent on the drywall and ceiling areas. A partial third floor 
consists of unfinished drywall and wood flooring. 

The interior of the large shed consists primarily of concrete flooring and wood paneled 
walls. 

5. INTERVIEWS 

S&ME contacted individuals and local authorities that may have information concerning 
existing conditions, activities, and history of the Property and off site facilities. Brief 
summaries of the information from those contacted are presented in the following 
sections. 

5.1 Interview with Past and Present Owners 
S&ME interviewed Ms. Kathie deNobriga, Mayor of the City of Pine Lake, regarding the 
current and past use of the Property on May 22, 2012. The Mayor indicated that the 
Property is being acquired by the City of Pine Lake through the Federal Emergency 
Management Act (FEMA) mitigation process. The residence is reportedly flood damaged 
as it was built in a 1 00-year flood plain. The Property has been foreclosed upon and is 
currently unoccupied. The Mayor did not indicate she had any knowledge ofUSTs, 
ASTs, or environmental issues regarding the Property other than flooding from 
Snapfinger Creek. 

5.2 Interview with Site Manager 
See Section 6.1 above. 

5.3 Interview with Occupants 
The Property is currently vacant. 

10 



I 
l 
1 

1 

l 
1 

I 

I 
l 

) 

I 

Phase I ESN1 .0 Acre Parcel 
565 Spruce Drive, Pine Lake, DeKalb County, Georgia 

5.4 Interview with Local Government Officials 

S&ME No. 1804-12-249 
May 29, 2012 

On May 22, 2012, Ms. Marcia Chance of DeKalb County Fire Rescue Depmtment 
replied to S&ME's hazardous materials request via facsimile. Ms. Chance indicated that 
no fire incidents or hazardous materials incidents have occurred regarding the Property. 

Interview documentation is included in Appendix V. 

6. FINDINGS 

We have performed this Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of 
ASTM Standard Practice E 1527-05 on the Property. 

The following findings summarize known or suspected environmental conditions 
associated with the Property including recognized envirorunental conditions, historical 
recognized environmental conditions and de minimis conditions. 

6.1 On-Site Findings 

• There are no findings of envirorunental significant identified on the Property. 

6.2 Off-Site Findings 
Pertinent information regarding the findings related to pertinent, near-by, off-site 
properties is discussed in Section 4.1 of this report. For simplicity, the table from Section 
4.1 is not duplicated in this section. All sites listed in table included findings such as 
distance from the Property, relative topographic elevation, records information, and 
intervening local topographic features that were used in the determination of RECs. The 
entire list of sites within the ASTM standard search radius is included in Appendix III. 

7. OPINION 

Our opinions of the impact from known or suspect envirorunental conditions listed in the 
Findings, Section 7.0 of this report are as follows: 

7.1 On-Site Opinions 

• There are no findings of environmental significance relating to the Property; 
therefore, this property has no RECs. 

7.2 Off-Site Opinions 
The sites listed in Section 4.1 included findings such as distance from the Property, 
relative topographic elevation, records information, and intervening local topographic 
features that were used in the determination ofRECs. Based on the information 
described in Table 4.1, the ·current listings do not constitute a REC. 

7.3 Data Gaps 
The following data gaps were encountered: 

• Title records information was not provided to S&ME for review. 

• A previous owner interview was not performed. 

11 
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These data gaps are not considered to be significant and did not affect our ability to 
determine RECs in connection with the Property. 

8. CONCLUSIONS 

We have performed this Phase I ESA in conf01mance with the scope and limitations of 
ASTM Standard Practice E 1527-05 of the Property, located at 565 Spmce Drive, Pine 
Lake, DeKalb County, Georgia. Any exceptions to or deletions from this practice are 
described in Section 2.4 of this rep011. 

This assessment has revealed no evidence of recognized environmental conditions in 
connection with the Property. 

While outside the scope of ASTM standards, the age of the residential structure (built in 
1940) may have asbestos-containing materials (ACMs) and/or lead-based paint. 

9. DEVIATIONS 

S&ME, Inc. has endeavored to perform this Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope 
and limitations of ASTM Standard Practice E 1527-05. The Phase I ESA was completed 
with no significant deviations from the ASTM Standard. 

10. ADDITIONAL SERVICES 

No additional services were performed regarding the Property. 
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12. SIGNATURE(S) OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONAL(S) 

I, Eric F. Lowe, declare that, to the best of my knowledge, I meet the definition of 
Environmental Professional as defined in paragraph 312.1 0 of 40 CFR 312, and I have 
the specific qualifications based on education, training, and experience to assess a 
prope11y of the nature, history, and setting of the Prope11y. I have developed and 
performed the all appropriate inquiries in conformance with the standards and practices 
set f011h in 40 CFR Part 312. 

Eric F. Lowe 
E1ivironmental Professional 

13. QUALIFICATION(S) OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONAL(S) 

S&ME provides a broad range of environmental services, including site assessments for 
real estate transactions. S&ME has over I ,000 employees located in twenty offices 
throughout the southeast. ENR ranked S&ME as one of the 200 largest environmental 
firms in the country. 

Ms. Gann has over eight years of consulting experience and has assisted with numerous 
Phase I environmental site assessments, Phase II environmental site assessments, and 
groundwater sampling/monitoring. 

Mr. Lowe has over fifteen years of experience conducting Phase I environmental site 
assessments, Phase II site assessments; underground storage tank assessment and 
corrective action, and hazardous waste assessment and remediation. 

Mr. Lowe has completed Phase I ESA seminars conducted by the American Society for 
Testing and Materials and have been designated by S&ME as an EP. 
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