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  CITY OF PINE LAKE 
MINUTES 

JULY 9, 2012 
7:30 PM 

 
 

PRESENT:       
 
Mayor Kathie deNobriga 
Mayor Pro-Tem Melanie Hammet     
Council Member Megan Pulsts    
Council Member Brian Carr 
Council Member Cindy Diamond 
 
Police Chief Y’Hudah-Green 
Acting Director of Administration Valerie Caldwell 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor deNobriga called the meeting to order at 7:31 pm and led the pledge of 
allegiance.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Council member Carr reminded everyone of the upcoming vote on the Regional 
Transportation Referendum, also referred to as TSPLOST (Transportation Special Local 
Option Sales Tax), which will be held July 31st.   
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Mayor deNobriga presented a brief overview of her recent listening session regarding 
setting of the millage rate. 
 
The Mayor also outlined the salvage plan prior to the demolition of the structures at 565 
Spruce Drive, which are to be demolished under the terms of the GEMA (Georgia 
Emergency Management Agency) grant for acquiring floodplain property.  She also 
reported that the bid had been let with the closing date of August 3, 2012.  As the grant 
requires the buildings to be razed by August 18, 2012, she stated it would be necessary 
to hold a called meeting on August 6, 2012 in order to award a bid for demolition. 
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AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA 
 
Upon motion by Council member Carr and second by Mayor Pro-Tem Hammet, the 
following items were added to the agenda: 
 

 Consideration of CDBG (Community Development Block Grant) Contract with 
DeKalb County 

 

 Discussion of pending Beach House renovations 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
There were no public comments at this time. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
ARB – Mayor deNobriga stated she would like to have the ARB members attend the 
08/28/12 Council Work Session.  ARB Chairperson Kim Larsen stated the primary focus 
of the recent meetings has been preparation to place the R-1 Zoning Code on the City 
website. 
 
TAB – No report 
 
ARTS & Culture – No report 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON MILLAGE RATE 
 
Mayor deNobriga reported an overall loss of $3.5 million in digest value, meaning the 
millage rate would need to be set at “rollback” (24.19 mils) in order to be revenue 
neutral.  A review of the digest shows that the majority of property owners would be 
paying the same amount, or less.  If the millage was set at rollback, 19 property owners 
would see an increase; if set at 22.05 only 5 would see an increase.  She then opened 
the public hearing. 
 
David Brachman, 4588 Park, stated he and his wife owned 6 properties in Pine Lake 
and supported whatever rate was deemed necessary.  He pointed out that the 
devaluation of property values is not unique to Pine Lake, but is widespread.   
 
Kim Larsen, 443 Spruce, pointed out that taxes are generally rolled into the owner’s 
escrow account.  She acknowledged the need for an increase, but was concerned for 
the loss of equity.  She then questioned if the savings from a reduction in staff was 
being applied.  Mayor deNobriga stated that the savings was being reapportioned into 
part-time/temporary positions.  She also pointed out there are some expenditures which 
had not been budgeted, which would also have to be covered such as retirement.  The 
Mayor then reported that the millage rate is set annually and could certainly be lowered 
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when property values begin to rise.  She also stated that the city would most probably 
be practicing austerity budgeting for the next several years, with the 2013 budget being 
priority based. 
 
Ann Duckworth asked when the millage increases would cease, opining there must be 
other ways to generate revenue.  She suggested stricter code enforcement.  Ms. 
Duckworth pointed out the mil rate was the highest in the state and as such was serving 
as a deterrent for potential new residents.   
 
Faye Ridling, 635 Ivy Road, pointed out the hardship of additional taxes for senior 
citizens and residents on a fixed income.  She stated they may be in a position to have 
to choose to go without food or power.  Ms. Ridling then complained about limbs not 
being picked up, overgrown yards, and trash in the street, all of which result in declining 
property values.   
 
Patrick (last name unknown), 452 Hemlock Dr. stated he and his wife Suzanna currently 
renting, but would like to purchase a home, but are finding that other areas such as 
Avondale, offer more amenities at a lower tax rate.   
 
There being no further comments, the Mayor closed the public hearing.   
 
Council then began discussion.   It was determined that keeping the rate at the 19.6 
mils set for 2011 was not an option; 24.19 was the rate required to maintain the 2011 
tax revenue and a midpoint of 22.05 was being considered.  Setting the mil rate at the 
midpoint of 22.05 would reduce the tax revenue $22,235 from the amount received in 
2011.   
 
Motion to set the millage rate for 2012 at 22.05 was made by Council member 
Diamond and seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Hammet. 
 
With respect to the issue of Code Enforcement, Mayor Pro-Tem Hammet stated it is 
very easy to see how the lack of code enforcement causes a drop in property values.  
She reported she can look out her window and see a house with a collapsing roof.  She 
then stated the City should take code enforcement to the next level, but have tied the 
hands of the Police Department in that budget reductions have reduced their staff, and 
they do not have adequate manpower or equipment.  Council member Carr cautioned 
the city to be pragmatic about the time it will take and the limited resources the city has 
to fund the activity.  The department currently has one officer working part-time one day 
per week on code enforcement.   It was suggested the City repair, then place a lien on 
the properties.   The Neighborhood Ambassadors program was briefly discussed.  
Mayor deNobriga suggested attempting to collect the outstanding receivables and 
raising plot fees to $50 per property.  Council also discussed the advantages and 
disadvantages of changing the fiscal year.  Mayor deNobriga then read a proposed 
resolution setting the millage rate (at 22.05 mils).  Upon call of the question, the motion 
was unanimously APPROVED. 
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CONSENT AGENDA 
 
The Consent Agenda was unanimously approved upon motion duly made and 
seconded.  Items approved were: 
 

 Minutes of Meeting held 06/18/12 

 Minutes of Meeting held 06/26/12 – Called Meeting 

 Minutes of Meeting held 06/26/12 – Work Session 

 Increase of rental fees by $25 
 
CONSIDERATION OF CANCELLATION OF JULY WORK SESSION 
 
Mayor deNobriga announced she, and Mayor Pro-Tem Hammet would both be out of 
town on July 31, and Council Member Pulsts was unsure about her return to town in 
time.  It appearing a quorum would not be present, the July work session was cancelled. 
 
RESOLUTION CALLING FOR ELECTION AND SETTING QUALIFYING FEES 
 
Motion to approve was made by Council member Diamond and seconded by Council 
member Pulsts.  This motion was unanimously approved. 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT CONTRACT  
 
Following a brief overview by Mayor deNobriga of the plans for McAllister Park, the 
development of which will be funded in part by the CDBG grant, the contract was 
approved upon motion by Council member Diamond and second by Council member 
Pulsts. 
 
REPORT ON BEACH HOUSE RENOVATION 
 
Kim Larsen and Bitsy Pitts presented plans for the beach house renovation.   No action 
was taken on this item. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Valerie Caldwell 


