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  CITY OF PINE LAKE 
MINUTES 

AUGUST 13, 2012 
7:30 PM 

 
 

PRESENT:       
 
Mayor Kathie deNobriga 
Mayor Pro-Tem Melanie Hammet     
Council Member Megan Pulsts    
Council Member Brian Carr 
Council Member Cindy Diamond 
 
Police Chief Y’Hudah-Green 
Acting Director of Administration Valerie Caldwell 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor deNobriga called the meeting to order at 7:31 pm and led the pledge of 
allegiance.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Hammet thanked all the volunteers that assisted with public works 
duties so that the public works employee would be able to go on vacation.  Mayor 
deNobriga also thanked Neighborhood Watch Committee members for an extremely 
successful National Night Out.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Mayor deNobriga brief Council members on the County’s recalculation of millage rates 
whereby the city residents would be paying more in county taxes than residents in the 
unincorporated areas of the county.  She stated that two meetings had been held with 
the Mayors and City Managers, and presented a copy of a joint letter signed by all 
municipalities requesting the county explain the methodology for the increase. 
 
Mayor deNobriga also reported that there had previously been discussion regarding 
obtaining State historic status.  A preliminary audit previously performed showed that 
50% of the City’s housing stock had been remodeled which would make the city 
ineligible for the Historic designation.  She stated the city had never officially applied. 
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AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA 
 
The item pertaining to a temporary moratorium on building permits was moved to follow 
the presentation by SafeBuilt. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
John Weeks questioned the city’s position regarding smoking in public areas, and in 
particular the beach area.  He then asked about reevaluating the city’s relationship with 
the company handling recycling.  Mayor deNobriga replied that the city had previously 
had volunteers who performed a site visit of the recycling company and would certainly 
entertain revisiting the issue.  She also reported that a representative from DeKalb 
County had broached the city regarding adoption of a smoking ban.  She stated that 
although the representative had stated she would provide a model ordinance, she never 
got back with the City.  Council member Pulsts stated that smoking was prohibited by 
the posted Beach Rules. 
 
PRESENTATION OF 2011 AUDIT 
 
City Auditor Jimmy Whitaker presented the 2011 audit highlighting the various fund 
balances.  He noted that even though the city had entered 2011 with a negative 
balance, the year had ended with a positive amount of $75,482.  A complete copy of the 
City’s annual audit is available for public inspection at City Hall during regular business 
hours. 
 
PRESENTATION BY SAFEBUILT 
 
Dexter Sullivan of Safebuilt presented an overview of services provided by the company 
including permitting and inspections of buildings, floodplain administration and zoning.   
administration.  He provided an overview of the basic fee structure with the majority 
being based on a percentage of the permit fee.  Other specialized services, such as 
floodplain management is available for an hourly fee.  A number of questions arose on 
various issues from inspection of rental properties, to homeowner permits, to the appeal 
process.  A lengthy discussion ensued.  It was determined additional information would 
be needed and a follow up meeting would be held. 
 
RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON BUILDING 
PERMITS 
 
It was explained the proposed resolution would establish a temporary moratorium on 
the issuance of permits for new construction and renovation.  This moratorium would be 
lifted once the city had secured a vendor to provide permitting and inspections services, 
or in 60 days, whichever occurred first.  Mayor deNobriga read the proposed resolution.  
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In discussion of the resolution, ARB Chairman Jean Bordeaux stated she felt that 
tasking the ARB with site plan review to determine if the proposed project was in 
compliance with Pine Lake codes was too much to ask of a volunteer organization.  
Mayor deNobriga stated another public meeting was planned to further discuss the 
scope of required services.  Motion to approve as read was made by Council member 
Diamond, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Hammet and was approved 3-1 with Council 
member Pulsts voting in opposition. 
 
REVISED CONTRACT WITH MOON BROTHERS, INC.   
 
Council member Diamond provided a status report on the permitting progress for the 
Beach House and ultimately recommended employing an engineer to assist in the 
required technical aspects so that the permitting could move forward.  Council member 
Pulsts stated the caution tape had been removed and signage was needed on the door.  
Chief Green was designated to take care of the signage.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Motion to approve was made by Mayor Pro-Tem Hammet, seconded by Council 
member Pulsts and was unanimously approved.  Items approved were minutes of the 
07/09/12 Council meeting and minutes of the 08/06/12 Called Council meeting. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Tommy Conlon spoke briefly of the need for No Smoking signage at the beach.  He also 
suggested obtaining other estimates for engineering and flood plain management.  
Lastly he commended Mayor and Council on the favorable 2011 audit.   
 
Jean Bordeaux suggested exploring alternate methods for yard waste disposal. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Council member Pulsts stated that smoking at the beach was prohibited by the Beach 
Rules (#12) that are currently posted at that location. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
All matters before Council having been heard, motion to adjourn was made by Council 
member Carr and seconded by Council member Pulsts.  By unanimous vote, the 
meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm. 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Valerie Caldwell 


