
 

 

 CITY OF PINE LAKE 
MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 12, 2012 
7:30 PM 

 
The November 12, 2012 Council meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm by Mayor 
Kathie deNobriga.   Present were Mayor deNobriga, Mayor Pro-Tem Melanie Hammet, 
Council members Cindy Diamond, Brian Carr, Megan Pulsts and Mike Stuckey.  Staff 
members present were Police Chief Green, Public Works Supervisor Matt Wells and 
Acting Administrator Valerie Caldwell. 
 

Announcements 

None 
 
Amendments to the Agenda 
 
The agenda was amended to include the reading of a Proclamation. 
 
Public Comments 
 
There were no public comments at this time. 
 
Public Hearing on proposed 2013 Budget 
 
Mayor deNobriga presented the proposed 2013 budget outlining the highlights of the 
document.   
 
She then opened the hearing up to questions and comments.  Erika Brown questioned 
the projected intangible tax / recording tax amounts.  In review of the self-balancing Arts 
and Culture budget, she inquired as to how the Lakefest and Theater Camp expenses 
were handled.   
 
There being no further comments or questions, the Public Hearing was closed and 
Mayor deNobriga requested Council questions and comments.   
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Hammet stated that the city’s past procedure for dealing with revenue 
shortfalls had been to cut expenditures; which has led to the most austere of operating 
budgets.  She reported an intention to move in the opposite direction; by exploring 
avenues to produce revenue.  Council member Pulsts reported that the State’s quarterly 
figures show a slight uptick in the property values this quarter. 
 
The vote on the 2013 budget is scheduled for the November 27, 2012 meeting. 
 



 

 

Erosion and Sedimentation Control Ordinance 
 
Mayor deNobriga introduced the City’s Stormwater Consultant, Catherine Fox.  Ms. Fox 
outlined the steps taken to (a) file the City’s annual stormwater report; and (b) redraft 
portions of the City’s Stormwater Management Plan so as to be in compliance with the 
Environmental Protection Division’s regulations.  Mayor deNobriga stated these actions 
were necessary to avoid monetary sanctions assessed by EPD.   
 
Ms. Fox stated that the Erosion and Sedimentation Control Ordinance before Council 
was a component of the required plan update.  She presented an overview of the 
ordinance stating that it provides for permitting, inspections, and the assessment of 
fines for non-compliance.   
 
Motion to approve Ordinance # 04-2012 as presented was made by Council member 
Diamond, seconded by Council member Pulsts and was unanimously approved. 
 
Preliminary Site Plan for McAllister Park   
 
Brent Walker, Loew Engineers, LLC, reported the findings of his request for community 
suggestions of use of the space.  He stated he had met with citizens at the recent 
Lakefest, and Town Hall meeting and reported the following: 
 
Grant restrictions and the proximity of the property to the creek restrict use of the 
property to a passive park environment.  Uses such as dog parks, buildings and fencing 
are not an option for this site. 
 
Input received overwhelmingly supported some type of community garden or meditation 
garden space, with an open area for self-directed play.  Other suggestions included a 
fruit orchard utilizing the creek for irrigation purposes. 
 
Drainage issues across the property were reported and some grading would be 
necessary.  Mr. Walker suggested that if a garden were constructed, it be done so in a 
manner that would require minimum maintenance. 
 
Discussion resulted in the interest to pursue consideration of a passive park / garden 
area with an organic flow and terrace style seating.  This would accompany an open 
play space at the bottom of the slope and possibly a pervious surface path. 
 
Mayor deNobriga requested this move toward a preliminary site plan for submittal to 
DeKalb County for approval.  [Project funding from Community Development Block 
Grant administered by DeKalb County].  This item will be on the November 27, 2012 
agenda. 
 



 

 

Consideration of GMA Master Lease 
 
Ms. Caldwell requested this item be removed from the agenda as financing approval 
had not yet been received. 
 
Proclamation 
 
Mayor deNobriga read a Proclamation adopting Seaford, New York.  She explained that 
as a result of super storm Sandy, the town of Seaford, New York sustained massive 
damage causing power outages and impacting every aspect of life for its residents.   
Local Pine Lake resident CeCe Garrison is coordinating efforts to gather needed items 
such as clothing, blankets, jackets and gloves, cleaning supplies and other items to 
provide for the basic needs of the town’s residents.  Council commended Ms. Garrison 
on her efforts organizing and instituting this relief effort. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 
The Consent Agenda was unanimously approved upon motion by Mayor Pro-Tem 
Hammet, and seconded by Council member Pulsts. 
 
Items approved: 
 

 Minutes of Council meeting held October 8, 2012 

 Minutes of Council meeting held October 30, 2012 

 Adoption of Resolution 11-2012 (Removal of uncollected receivable from books) 
 
Public Comments 
 
There were no public comments 
 
Council Comments 
 
Council member Pulsts expressed gratitude to staff for their efforts on the proposed 
budget. 
 
Adjournment 
 
The meeting adjourned upon motion by Council member Pulsts, second by Council 
member Diamond and unanimously approval 9:04 pm. 
 
 
 
________________________ 
Valerie Caldwell 


