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 MINUTES 
COUNCIL MEETING 

MARCH 11, 2013 
7:30 PM 

 
The March 11, 2013 Council meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm by Mayor Kathie 
deNobriga.   Present were Mayor deNobriga, Mayor Pro-Tem Melanie Hammet, Council 
members Brian Carr, Megan Pulsts and Mike Stuckey. Council member City Diamond 
was not in attendance.  Mayor deNobriga led the Pledge of Allegiance, 
 

Announcements 

Council member Pulsts stated that the Tree Authority Board (TAB), Architectural Review 
Board (ARB) and Neighborhood Watch were all seeking new members.  Mayor Pro-
Tem Hammet questioned residence requirements for appointment.   
 
Adoption of Agenda 
 
The agenda was amended to include Appointment of ARB Member under New 
Business.   Approved were minutes of the 02/11/13 and 02/26/13 meetings.  
 
Public Comments 
 
There were no comments at this time. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Arbor Day Declaration 
 
Mayor deNobriga read and signed a Declaration proclaiming April 6, 2013 as Arbor Day 
in Pine Lake.  She also reported the City had received the designation of “Tree City” by 
the Georgia Forestry Commission for the 5th consecutive year. 
 
Council member Pulsts announced ARB in conjunction with the Bird Committee was 
sponsoring a cleanup day on April 6, 2013 immediately following the Pancake 
Breakfast.  She also stated that a Willow tree was to be planted on Turtle Island as part 
of the Arbor Day celebration. 
 
Presentation of Draft Zoning Map 
 
Stormwater Consultant Catherine Fox of Fox Environmental presented a draft zoning 
map based upon the GIS information purchased from DeKalb County.  She identified 
certain areas where the County information slightly differed from City records.  These 
items are to be confirmed prior to official adoption of the map.  Ms. Fox then presented 
the mapping of the stormwater features and briefly demonstrated the range of uses for 
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this tool.  The cleaning and repair of the storm drains was discussed and Ms. Fox stated 
that 20% were required to be cleaned annually, as part of the City’s Stormwater Plan.  
She continued stating that due to the lack of proper cleaning and maintenance in the 
past, she would recommend contracting the cleaning.  It was noted the cost would be 
lessened due to the economy of scale.   
 
Resident Tommy Conlan stated there needed to be a plan to take care of the leaves 
that ultimately clog the storm drains.  He also asked if the 1’ strip around the perimeter 
of the city was still owned by the city and if the maps were amended to include that 
1’strip as properties are annexed 
 
Committee Reports  
 
There were no committee reports made at this time. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 
Motion to adopt the consent agenda as presented was made by Council member Carr, 
seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Hammet and approved 4-0. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Fraud Policy 
 
This item was discussed in length at the previous work session.  Motion to approve 
Resolution # R-03-2013 as presented was made by Mayor Pro-Tem Hammet, 
seconded by Council member Pulsts and was approved 4-0 
 
Discussion of Bond Repayment and Audit Finings 
 
Mayor deNobriga reported attempting to contact Margaret Crowe with EPA to discuss 
the time line allowed for the bond repayment.  Unfortunately she had not received a 
return phone call as of the time of the meeting.  She stated she hoped the city would be 
allowed 2 years to make the bond whole.  She continued that the other option was to 
raise the millage rate to accommodate the pay-off.  Mayor Pro-Tem Hammet pointed 
out that she could reasonably anticipate a shortfall in revenue based on the monthly 
reports received to date, which could also result in a millage increase.   
 
The Council will include an in depth review of the city’s finances for the first quarter in 
the April work session agenda. 
 
Discussion of the Bond Repayment was postponed until the March work session in 
order to ascertain the length of time the city would be provided for repayment. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
  
Discussion of Plan Review Process and Architectural Review Board Comments 
 
ARB Chair Jean Bordeaux addressed council regarding what entity reviews what codes, 
stating her understanding that Safebuilt would be reviewing building plans based on 
Pine Lake Codes.  She stated she had contacted Safebuilt representatives and 
determined applications were being reviewed based upon standard building codes, not 
the city’s specific zoning codes.  Ms. Bordeaux expressed concern regarding the 
training and expertise of board members, especially with most of the senior members 
rotating off the board.  She further stated that the board had added a second monthly 
meeting solely for the purpose of code education, so the board members would better 
understand the requirements of the residential zoning code.  Ms. Bordeaux and board 
member David Brachman stated that the board acted in an advisory capacity only and 
had no experience or training with the commercial codes and asked that the upcoming 
Family Dollar application be reviewed by Council.   
 
A lengthy discussion ensued with the ultimate outcome being that Ms. Caldwell was 
requested to contact the applicant advising that plans had to be submitted no later than 
Monday, March 18th to be reviewed at the April 2nd ARB meeting with she, and other 
available council members to be present.    Ms. Bordeaux pointed out the potential for 
two other plan reviews at that meeting.  Mayor deNobriga stated that if the plans were 
received in a timely fashion and ARB did have two confirmed reviews for the April 2nd 
meeting, the review would take place at the Council’s April 8th meeting with Ms. 
Bordeaux and Mr. Brachman in attendance. 
 
Appointment of ARB member 
 
Mayor deNobriga announced the appointment of Tim Neeland to serve on ARB.  She 
then expressed the city’s gratitude to Charlie Donovan for his service to the city for his 
work on ARB. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:38 pm 
 
 
 
 


