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       CITY OF PINE LAKE 

COUNDIL MEETING MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 12, 2013 

7:30 PM 

 

  

The regularly scheduled Council meeting was called to order at 7:32 P.M. by Mayor Kathie deNobriga. 

Present were Mayor deNobriga, Mayor Pro-Tem Melanie Hammet, Council Members Megan Pulsts, 

Mike Stuckey and Brian Carr.  Also present Chief Sari Green and Administrator Valerie Caldwell. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Mayor deNobriga made the following announcements: 

 

 Receipt of the Quitclaim Deed for property donation adjacent to the eastern wetlands 

 Meeting hosted by DeKalb County Navigators on November 14, 2013 from 4:00 – 7:00 PM at 

the Clubhouse covering questions on the Affordable Health Care Act 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Karen Bernheimer, 495 Clubhouse, questioned who had the responsibility for picking up leaves in the 

street.  Mayor deNobriga stated that parts were being obtained to repair the leaf vacuum, however 

two people are required for its use.  She stated she would be assisting with this endeavor by driving 

the truck if needed once the machine was operable. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Hammet stated several comments had been made on social media regarding the 

outcome of the recent election which ended in a tie vote for one of the council seats.  It had been 

suggested that the city conduct another candidate forum after which a straw poll be taken, with the 

candidate garnering the least amount of votes in the poll withdrawing from the race, thereby 

eliminating the expense for a run-off.  She reported the City Attorney had advised against the City 

conducting the forum and straw poll; however PLAIN could do so if they wished.  He also advised that it 

would be non-binding as withdrawal from the race would be strictly voluntary.   

 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 

The agenda was approved as presented. 

 

DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED 2014 BUDGET 

 

Council member elect George Chidi questioned the method used for calculating certain revenue line 

items. 
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Resident Tommy Conlon questioned expenditure line items for unemployment compensation due 

terminated employees. 

 

Elsie Porter recommended that compensation for the position of Facility Coordinator be based on 

commission. 

 

Mayor deNobriga stated the proposed budget was scheduled for further discussion and vote at the 

November 26, 2013 meeting.  She also reported that the city would have a mid-year review to 

determine if the revenue stream would support the hiring of a part-time police officer. 

 

ADOPTION OF ZONING MAP 

 

Mayor deNobriga provided the first reading of an ordinance adopting a new zoning map which includes 

the properties annexed since the adoption of the current map.  The second reading and vote on this 

matter is scheduled for the November 26, 2013 meeting. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Beach House Renovation Committee - Council member Carr provided an update of the beach house 

renovation as follows: 

 

 Site visit was conducted the prior week 

 Roof has been removed for replacement 

 Trusses have been ordered 

 Electrical relocation to be accomplished soon 

 Second draw request is for lesser dollar amount than originally anticipated 

 

Tree Authority Board – Council member Stuckey reported that Joe Burgess, Georgia State Forestry 

Commission, will assist the Board in revising the Tree Ordinance.  

 

Stuckey also reported there had been no commitment from the cable company relative to 

broadcasting of the council meetings.  He requested this be placed on the December work session 

agenda. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Hammet recommended a retreat with the newly elected officials once they have had 

an opportunity to complete training. 

 

Plan Review Committee – Council member Pulsts reported an upcoming meeting to discuss zoning, 

building ordinance and the role of Planning Commission as it relates to residential and commercial.   
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CONSENT AGENDA 

 

The Consent Agenda was unanimously approved upon motion by Stuckey and second by Carr.  Items 

approved were minutes of meetings held 09/24/13, 10/14/13, and 10/29/13. 

 

APPROVAL OF CONCEPTUAL SITE PLAN 

 

Following a brief presentation on the conceptual site plan for development of McAllister Park, motion 

to approve the plan was made by Stuckey and seconded by Carr. 

 

REVIEW OF DRAFT PERMIT FOR PUBLIC USE PERMITS 

 

This item was postponed to the November 26, 2013 Work Session. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Tommy Conlon commented that he felt the straw poll was a good idea.  He then questioned if City Hall 

would be open five days per week, now that additional funding had been included to fund the part-

time administration employee going to full-time.  He then stated the city’s website needed to include 

contact information for the council members.  Lastly, he questioned if the city had received any 

applications for the part-time Public Works position that is currently being advertised. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 

 

In further discussion of the candidate forum and straw poll, Mayor deNobriga stated that she had 

contacted PLAIN and it had agreed to consider hosting the forum and poll.  She opined that this 

concept was one of the unique things about the city in that the citizens could come together with 

innovative ideas working together for the betterment of the community.  Carr questioned the time line 

and cost of a runoff.  Ms. Caldwell stated the runoff had been scheduled and that the county was in the 

process of having the ballots printed.  She anticipated the cost of the runoff to be approximately 

$3,000.  The Mayor then stated she would rather see the $3,000 in costs for a run-off to be used for a 

new copy machine.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting adjourned upon motion by Hammet and second by Carr.  9:09 PM. 

 

 

 

___________________________ 

Missye Varner 

Administrative Assistant 


