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CITY OF PINE LAKE 

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 25, 2014 

7:30 PM 

 

The City Council meeting was called to order at 7:32 PM by Mayor Kathie deNobriga.  Present 

were Mayor deNobriga, Council Members Mike Stuckey, George Chidi, Lynn Ehrlicher and Erika 

Brown.  Also present was Chief Sarai Green. Mayor Pro-Tem Megan Pulsts arrived at 7:43. 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

The agenda was amended to include the following: 

    Review of Resolution Designating the Police Department as the Frances Ortega               

 Memorial Building 

 Executive Session for personnel matters 

 

Chidi made the motion to adopt the agenda with a second from Brown. The motion passed with 

a vote of 4-0. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Faye Ridling, Resident requested the removal of the old post at the beach house.  The Mayor will 

notify Public Works to proceed with the removal. 

Melanie Hammett asked when the next public comment will be during the meeting. Mayor 

deNobriga stated that it will be out the meeting as this is a work session. Hammett stated that 

her public comments are inclusive with standing council and she will be more inclined to 

comment then. 

Darryl Robinson, 490 Chartley Trail, Stone Mountain, GA  commented that he is attempting to 

purchase property on Oak Hill Circle that is owned by Pine Lake Baptist Church but there is a one 

(1) foot strip around the property that is owned by the City of Pine Lake. Mr. Robinson asked if 

he could get this strip done away with. The Mayor reply was no because easement because the 

city needs to maintained the one (1) foot strip around the city and it belongs to the city and that 

Oak Hill Circle is not in the city limits.  Herman White, Member of Pine Lake Baptist Church 

presented a plat for review and showed where the easement is and where Mr. Robinson is 

interested in purchasing and pointed out that the easement could be moved.  Mayor stated that 

if the church would sell the city would need to move the one foot to another side. The deed is 

recorded with the DeKalb County as being in Pine Lake however, the one foot easement is outside 

the city limits. Stuckey stated that it was to have been annexed into the city.  Brown 
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recommended consulting the city attorney and a title search of the property.  The Mayor stated 

that the request will be taken under advisement and researched by the Zoning Administrator.  

Melanie Hammett 648 Laurel Road stated that in the last election she voted for the three newly 

elected officials and that the vote was given in hope to take the city in a new direction by the end 

of their four years.  Hammett said in that intention it was to keep the city, the leadership role 

and the other colleagues as the context for the decisions made and public statements made and 

issued.  She stated that she is very disappointed because there is discussion of merit being played 

out on social media and that to her understanding it did not originate from a meeting.  Hammet 

talked about social media discussion and its effect and that neighbors upset about this and it 

should not have been initiated by the leadership of this council and that it bothers her. 

OLD BUSINESS 

BEACH HOUSE – DISCUSSION OF KITCHEN  

Councilwoman Brown stated that the renovation should be completed by the end of March and 

that Bitsy Pitts and Jean Bordeaux have been consulted for the kitchen.  Brown recommended a 

catering style kitchen. Pitts stated that someone had volunteered to have P.L.A.I.N. to handle the 

renovation kitchen as it was not included in the original plan.  There are additional kitchen items 

and electrical work needed and currently are no funds. Bordeaux said she hopes that the Beach 

House will be more functional than the kitchen at the Club House. Pitts presented an itemized 

list regarding the kitchen and will forward to council. Brown said a decision needs to be made 

quickly and that the budget is tight.   

Shannon Croft, Citizen asked if P.L.A.I.N was paying for the kitchen and that the next step was to 

get pricing for a commercial kitchen. The Mayor said raising money will be an extensive effort 

and to get the needed items to make operational for the certificate of occupancy and to place 

the Beach House on line for renting.  Brown stated that it will be a catering kitchen upgrading to 

a commercial kitchen. Hammet commented about P.L.A.I.N. raising funds and the boundary area 

as it relates to the city. Mayor deNobriga recommended a warming kitchen and proceeding to 

the next phase later.  Brown said to proceed with the plans for the kitchen and move forward 

and to place this on the consent agenda at the next meeting. 

DISCUSSION OF DUTIES OF THE PLAN REVIEW BOARD 

Jean Bordeaux said there has been a planning aspect as it relates to the zoning codes and has 

been suggested to Council if changes were needed.  There will be two separate meetings per year 

to meet with council for planning with a section for public comments. The meetings will focus on 

planning matters. The Mayor will contact the city attorney for a meeting February 28th to discuss 

the correspondence he submitted regarding the discussion of duties of the Plan Review Board. 

She also requested for a revision of the duties for the Plan Review Board from Bordeaux for the 

March 10th meeting. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

COMPASSIONATE ATLANTA  

This item was postponed. 

 

REVIEW OF RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE POLICE DEPARTMENT AS THE FRANCES                              

ORTEGA MEMORIAL BUILDING 

The Mayor presented the resolution and stated that the plan is to dedicate the Police Department 

Headquarters bottom floor as the Frances M. Ortega Memorial Building. A plaque would be 

placed on the building with the dedication and reception being held the third week in May while 

The Ortega Family is in town for Police Week. Mayor Pro Tem Pulsts motioned to place the 

resolution on the March 10th consent agenda with a second from Brown.  The motion passed 

with a vote of 5-0. 

                  

DISCUSSION OF RENAMING FORREST ROAD  

Chidi stated that Forrest Road was reportedly named for Nathan Bedford Forrest. He said that it 

is important to know that Forrest was a Confederate General and the first Grand Wizard of the 

Ku Klux Klan.  He said that Pine Lake has a history which is not Pine Lake now but the perception 

is there. His recommendation was to change the street name to Ortega but with the Ortega name 

potentially being placed at the Police Department Headquarters he decided not to recommend.  

Chidi stated that there are steps that needs to be taken to change a street name.  There would 

be a $100 fee and the county needs 51% of the property owners on Forrest Road to sign a 

petition.  Currently there are sixteen homes on Forrest Road address and two are owned in the 

city.  The Mayor stated that City Administrator Valerie Caldwell will research the re-platting 

issues. Ehrlicher asked if the street was named after a family and dropping one “r” to become 

Forest Road. Mayor deNobriga suggested further research on this issue. 

Chidi also spoke about social media and its merit regarding the name change. Brown stated that 

this should not be introduced to social media but to have a meeting and opinions not be formed 

before hearing the facts.  

Pulsts asked Chidi about his documentation regarding the name change with the consent of the 

people living on Forrest Road.  The Mayor stated that she has as an unofficial 1946 document of 

the city and that there is not any history on the street.  She said what is available is the 

understanding of Pine Lake’s history and talked about it being a “Sun Down” town.  Frank Brown 

gave the meaning of a Sun Down Town and suggested getting preservation input due to the 

sensitivity of the issue. The Mayor said that it is prudent to see what other cities have done and 

if it was named after Forrest to drop the “r” because it is minor and could be internal as it is the 

right thing to do. Brown said that community outreach is important on this matter and how it 

could look for economic development. Chidi has the community petition for the name change.  

Pulsts input was not to offend anyone and that Forrest was respected during his time and was a 

decorated confederate general.  No decision was made regarding the name change and will be 

discussed later. 
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DISCUSSION OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

Councilwoman Brown talked about the Festival Permit Application. This item will be placed on 

the March agenda for discussion and vote.  Brown also said that the building permit application 

is discouraging. She is researching the process and will report back with results. 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

Chief Green presented the After Action Report and talked about future improvements during 

inclement weather.  Chief also stated that the city has acquired an additional police vehicle. 

Missye Varner, Administrative Assistant reported that the parking port is being torn down by 

Public Works and will be complete by weeks end.  It will be moved to the Public Works ground.  

Varner also circulated the Family Dollar Ground Breaking article from The Champion newspaper.  

The article can be viewed at www.cityofpine.com. 

The Mayor stated that the Facilities Manager applications are due March 3rd by 5:00 pm and that 

the screening persons have been selected.  She also extended an open invitation to the March 

19th Staff Meeting at 11:00. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 

Councilwoman Ehrlicher recommended the introduction of Bob White Quail birds to the lake at 

a cost of purchasing eggs at $5.00 per dozen.  Mayor stated that the city has a bird expert and 

this needs to be presented to them.  

Chidi asked the Chief if there was any fundamental change to the apartment complex or any 

increase in crime.  The reply from Chief was not necessarily.  Chidi stated that Stone Mountain 

CID is interested in working with the city and that he will be attending a meeting with them on 

February 26th. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Pulsts motioned to adjourn at 9:08 PM seconded by Stuckey and the vote passed 5-0. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  

 

_________________________________ 

Missye Varner, Administrative Assistant  

 

 
Approved minutes are posted on the website at http://www.pinelakega.com/city-government/minutes/archive-minutes/ 

http://www.cityofpine.com/

