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CITY OF PINE LAKE 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

February 10, 2014 

7:30 PM 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

The regularly scheduled Council meeting was called to order at 7:36 PM by Mayor Kathie deNobriga.  

Present were Mayor deNobriga, Mayor Pro-Tem Megan Pulsts, Council Members Mike Stuckey, George 

Chidi, Lynn Ehrlicher and Erika Brown. Also present were Chief Sara’i Green and City Administrator Valerie 

Caldwell. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIENCE   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Mayor deNobriga announced that Mayor Deborah Jackson, City of Lithonia has submitted a proposal to 

the American Planning Association for a community planning team that will work with Avondale Estates, 

Stone Mountain, Lithonia, Clarkston and Pine Lake.  This will be a competitive proposal that puts a 

planning task force and planning assistance team on the ground that will help create economic 

development strategy for the five cities. The application is pending for approval. 

 

The Mayor read a Letter of Commendation for Police Officers John Reid and Robert Palms and Public 

Works Supervisor Raoul Martinez and Patrick Welch, Maintenance Worker for their exemplary display of 

public service and efforts given during the Early February 2014 Snow Storm to ensure safety of the citizens 

of Pine Lake.  The letters will be placed in their permanent personnel files. 

 

Mayor deNobriga advised that Raoul Martinez, Public Works Supervisor is on vacation this week and with 

inclement weather forecast, volunteers from the community have offered to assist putting down sand. 

The county has a small amount of salt remaining due to the last storm and currently is only giving out 

sand.  The sand and salt mix is designated for major roads.  DeKalb County will notify Chief Green when 

they will begin preparing the roads for the storm. 

 

Mayor deNobriga announced that she has spoken with Allison Duncan, Atlanta Regional Commission in 

reference to scheduling upcoming meetings. This item will to be added to agenda under new business.  

 

The Mayor pointed out that the new metal detector is now operational in the Court Room/Council 

Chambers. 

 

Chief Green announced that the computers are installed in the police vehicles and currently are waiting 

for installation of the modems. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Pulsts announced that the new fence is installed on the west side of the lake between the 

city and Polo Club Apartments. There will be a blackberry bush buffer placed at the fence site. 
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ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

Pulsts motioned to adopt the agenda with ARC added to the new business section; seconded by Council 

member Chidi.  Motion is passed and approved 5-0. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

David Brockman addressed the pending expenditure for geese deterrents and asked if there was a grant 

available.  He said that he had done research and it had mixed reviews and that Pine Lake is a Bird 

Sanctuary. The question was raised about the long time effect on nature and other animals and if there 

was another way to rid the geese and not to spend $3,500.00 and to seek out other resources. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

There was not a report from Tree Committee.  

 

The Mayor reported that the Lake Fest Committee has started its monthly meetings preparing for Lake 

Fest 2014. 

 

Pulsts reported that P.L.A.I.N. will host their March Pancake Breakfast as a Mardi Gras Theme Brunch on 

March 1, 2014.  

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

AWARD OF BID FOR BEACH HOUSE PAINTING AND CONSIDERATION OF ITEMS FOR COMPLETION 

 

A courtesy inspection was performed by DeKalb County Fire Marshall. Council Member Brown gave a 

report on the inspection requirements. PK Construction was awarded the bid for Beach House painting 

and consideration of items for completion. There will be further discussion with PK Construction regarding 

the porch and ceiling as it relates to painting. Pulsts motioned to approve the Fire Marshall’s punch list 

for PK Construction not to exceed $8,000; seconded by Stuckey. The motion passed unanimously 5-0. 

 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR FACILITY MANAGER  

 

The Facilities Manager application for contractual services was discussed.  There will be a screening 

committee consisting of Caldwell and two individuals selected from local municipalities. There will be a 

question and answer period via email beginning February 20th.  Applications are due by 5:00 PM on March 

3rd. This is a contractual position with review in nine months. Chidi stated that renting the facilities can be 

difficult with the climate of the market.  The beginning compensation for this position is a contractual fee 

with larger commission and after three months the compensation shall be a lower contractual fee and 

higher commission.   

 

CONSIDERATION OF PURCHASE OF GOOSE DETERRENTS PREVIOUSLY RECOMMENDED BY BIRD 

COMMITTEE 

Chidi reported on research of two cities; one in Iowa and the other in South Carolina that had the lighting 

system installed to deter geese. In South Carolina the system worked for approximately one year and is 
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not currently working and they have mixed reviews of the effectiveness of the product. He stated that 

Iowa’s Department of Natural Resource’s project with the geese worked for a limited time in concerted 

with additional expensive deterrent items. Iowa utilize the lighting system, and silhouettes and have a 

trained sheep dog to herd the geese away from the lake.  The lights themselves work only because the 

rest of the deterrents work in conjunction.  

 

Molly Croft said that she had spoken with Away with Geese representative and they extended our 

guarantee from six to nine months,.  Mayor made the correction that it is a nine month return policy and 

the warranty is two years.  The Audubon Society says that the system will not interrupt other fowl at the 

lake.  Mayor Pro-Tem Pulsts stated that many of the citizens utilizing Facebook are against the purchase 

and installation of the lights. It was stated to continue to oil the geese eggs and that federal education 

was available for the oiling.  Mayor stated that the training needed is how to locate the nest and she will 

procure the permit. Brown said the strategy is to maintain the wetlands and that this is not the best use 

of funds and to try to get a grant. Mayor stated the cost is under $3,000.00 and comes from the McAllister 

Fund which is for the preservation for habitat and the city would not pay for the lighting system. 

 

Citizen Adrian Bernal commented not to spend the funds for the lights and to oil the eggs.  Discussion was 

given regarding Laura Donna that works 26 hours per week making approximately $6000.00 to pick up 

geese waste.  Council Member Ehrlicher stated that the $6,000.00 was at no risk but a saving to the city 

and that after nine months to return lights if they do not work on deterring the geese. 

 

Pulsts motioned to purchase seven units of Away with Geese deterrents and Ehrlicher seconded. The 

motion failed with a 1-4 vote, Ehrlicher voting in favor. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE ABOLISHING ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD AND INSTITUTING A 

PLAN REVIEW BOARD 

 

The Mayor apologized to Jean Bordeaux and Architectural Review Board for jumping ahead as it relates 

to abolishing the ARB and instituting a Plan Review Board. She said that the Jack Rhodes, City Attorney 

submitted a lengthy memo regarding the ordinance draft and that the proposed ordinance needs better 

subject review. Jean Bordeaux spoke about incorporating more planning into the planning and review 

phases and that they have added two meetings per year to meet with council to discuss residential and 

commercial as it relates to codes and zoning.  Ms. Bordeaux spoke on the subjective element and 

recommended Mr. Rhodes attending a meeting.  Mayor said that she, Ms. Bordeaux and council should 

meet to discuss the proposed adoption of the projected ordinance and that twice per year meetings and 

that better communication is needed. The plan of action is that Pulsts and Bordeaux will meet and work 

on another draft of the ordinance and the Mayor will consult with the city attorney. Brown congratulated 

Bordeaux, Melanie Hammett, Talani Casariego ARB on the great job with the Family Dollar project. 

 

This item was placed on the February 25th Council Workshop agenda. 

 

Ms. Bordeaux also reported that representatives from Miller Valentine attended the last PRC meeting to 

introduce themselves and to state their interest for a senior housing development in Pine Lake. Mayor 

deNobriga said that she will provide a recent email from Miller Valentine as it relates to tax credit for a 

new a development.  
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

Mayor deNobriga said that Allison Duncan, ARC submitted a memo to the city addressing two subjects.  

The plan is to have conversation and to have a community forum with ARC to discuss Public Safety in 

February and March. The issues to be review will be the issues from at the August retreat and talk about 

the role of the police force and identify critical areas of misperception.  In March there will be a community 

forum to explore issues of public safety to resolve issues and engage with an agency for feedback and 

solutions. There be would a pre meeting, a public meeting and a follow up meeting. The other subject is 

that of integrating the 2040, ARC recommendations and the leadership retreat in preparation of the 

revised Comp Plan due 2017 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 

 

Council Member Chidi commented about the misperception of the community meetings as he has been 

talking with people on Rockbridge Road regarding the annexation discussion. He said that he would like 

to see some stake holders from outside of Pine Lake who own property on Rock Bridge Road be part of 

the conversation.  He said that he is running into some resistance from the business owners who are 

concerned that the way the police are perceived has been damaging to their business and he would like 

to address this head-on. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Citizen Adrian Bernal provided information from attending the Compassionate Atlanta event which is a 

World Wide Movement.  It is an organization to promote the goals of making people more compassionate 

in their community.  It is free to join as a city and the goal is to promote compassion for the health of the 

city.  The movement is currently enlisting cities to become involved and invited council to adopt this 

movement.  Information for the movement can be found at www.charterforcompassion.org.  

 

This will be placed on the February 25th Council Workshop agenda. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Pulsts motioned to adjourn at 8:55 PM; seconded by Brown. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

 

________________________________________________ 

Missye Varner, Administrative Assistant 

 

 
Approved minutes are posted on the website at http://www.pinelakega.com/city-government/minutes/archive-minutes/ 
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