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CITY OF PINE LAKE 

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

MARCH 10, 2014 

7:30 PM 

 

The City Council meeting was called to order at 7:32 PM by Mayor Kathie deNobriga.  Present were Mayor 
deNobriga, Mayor Pro-Tem Megan Pulsts, Council Members George Chidi, Lynn Ehrlicher and Erika Brown.  
Also present was Chief Sarai Green and City Administrator Valerie Caldwell. Council Member Mike Stuckey 
was absent. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

ANNOUNCMENTS AND COMMUNICATONS 

The Mayor stated that she and Chief Green will be meeting with Allison Duncan, Atlanta Regional 
Commission on Wednesday, March 11, 2014 to plan a meeting pertaining to the police. They are also 
meeting with one of the candidates for running for the DeKalb County Sheriff per the candidate’s 
request. 

 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 

Agenda approved as amended upon motion by Pulsts, seconded by Chidi. 
 
Mayor deNobriga requested the removal of Setting the Dates for Council Working Retreat from   
the Agenda. 
 
The Mayor requested to take the Beach House Kitchen off of the Consent Agenda. 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Citizen Paula Clancey, Poplar Drive stated that she was extremely disappointed that the goose lighting 
system was voted down and that she had previously heard that it was a go and asked if other plans were 
in place.  The Mayor stated that the plan is to obtain a permit from Fish and Wildlife Commission to oil 
the eggs which will began immediately.  She will put out a message soon because the weather is getting 
better and the nests will need to be located in order to start oiling the eggs.  The oiling will not rid the 
population but it will stabilize the population. Caldwell stated that additional rubber alligator decoys will 
be purchased and that they have worked well in the past. The purchase will be made as soon as they are 
available in the stores because they are seasonal. Mayor stated that the city is open to try new solutions 
as it relates to the geese. 
 
Ella Johannaber, 647 Olive Road commented about the Summer Eco Art Camp and the Permit for Outdoor 
Festivals and Uses of Public Lands and Buildings.  She stated that the City of Pine Lake has been generous 
and supportive of the camp in allowing them to utilize the city facilities for the first three years at no 
charge.  Ms. Johannaber said she does not think that the camp would be in the city if was not for this.  She 
stated that she is excited about raising money for the city and understands the need for financial security 
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for the city.  Ms. Johannaber said that she is working on the specifics of the application and was surprised 
to get the latest version with the changes.  Johannaber said that it is unethical to surrender the facility 
they have paid and someone else needs the facility and that it was deal breaker for her, however; she is 
willing to work with the city regarding the policy.  She talked about the requirements for a completed 
application and background checks. Ms. Johannaber asked that the Certificate of Corporation and the 
Occupational Tax Certificate be waived this year because it was out of her hands. The Eco Art Camp is for 
six weeks from June 9 – July 25 consisting of three camp sessions and is off during the week of July 4th. 
She requested flexibility for the background check and said that they were done for free in the past. The 
fee for background was discussed and she asked that it not exceed ten dollars if over twelve persons 
obtaining a background check.  She said that the timing on the application is tricky and in order to pay a 
portion due at the time of application being accepted it needs to be in the time frame that people register 
for camp in April. Ms. Johannaber stated that the beach house would be available after 3:30 week days, 
evenings and on the weekends because the campers are not present at that time. 
 
Aleta Johannaber, Camp Administrator, 611 Laurel Road talked about the camp and said that there are 
thirty campers per session and about one third are from Pine Lake using the beach house daily and that 
they are finished by 3:30. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Pulsts stated that the Architecture Review Board met with the City Attorney and discussed the existing 
documentation and that clarification has been made on both sides as it relates to what ARB needs to do 
moving forward.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

DUTIES OF THE PLANNING REVIEW BOARD  
This item was tabled and Pulsts will confer with Jean Bordeaux for revised version of the 
authorizing legislation. 
 
DISCUSSION AND SETTING OF DATES FOR COUNCIL WORKING RETREAT  
This item was removed from the agenda per request of the Mayor.  
 
Mayor deNobriga handed out the summary of the Atlanta Regional Commission Assessment of 
development codes with recommendations to council.  She also passed out the five objections for 
the 2040 planning for council to review.  There will be scheduled meeting to work on the plan 
before meeting with Atlanta Regional Commission. The Mayor stated that the higher the scoring 
is the better opportunity to receive grants for the city. The comp plan is on the website and the 
comp plan is due in 2016.  

 
CONSIDERATION OF PERMIT FOR OUTDOOR FESTIVALS AND USE OF PUBLIC LANDS  
The mayor stated that the permit applies to anyone that wishes to have outdoor activities and 
festivals, use public buildings and the lake front.  Mayor deNobriga said that at this point use of 
public lands and buildings request could not be denied because there is not anything in place.    
The permit is designed to protect the city and to recover some of the cost of maintaining the 
public spaces.  The mayor stated that the city has been operating under sheer ignorance and that 
it is very fortunate that nothing happened or incidents never occurred.  She has spoken with an 
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insurance company and if an incident happens the city will have immunity and the permit holder 
will be held responsible.   
 
Pulsts motioned to approve the permit as submitted with a second by Chidi. 
 
The permit was discussed and reviewed in detail. The cost and space was discussed as it relates 
to revenue especially during the Eco Art Camp Season.   Chief talked about background checks 
and that the cost is $20.00 each.  Waiving the background fee for Eco Art camp was discussed for 
2014.  Research was requested on how much the beach house is rented between June and July.  
Pulsts asked what would occur if the beach house needed to be rented at the same time during 
camp season. The Mayor stated that she couldn’t remember a week day rental.  Brown stated 
that the city should not give the camp exclusive use and not to forgo the opportunity to earn 
revenue.  Ella Johannaber said that afternoons would be better if the rental of the beach house 
was to be rented on the same day and that the club house could be offered. She said that she only 
wanted the exception to the rule for this year as it relates to the fees of the permit.  Also 
addressed was camp enrollment and Johannaber stated that it was difficult to predict. Payment 
plans were discussed as it relates to having events or camps, and etc. Chief Green talked about 
security issues.  
 
Mayor deNobriga suggested bringing a vision to the permit as it relates to background checks, 
permit fees and schedules, to make it clear for evening and weekend rental fees and the full price 
schedule be in effect for 2014.  The Mayor conducted a straw-pole on the fees and recommended 
to table the permit until a cleaner version is available.  
 
Mayor stated that the following areas needs to be further discussed and researched: 

 Background checks to be free for Eco Art Camp if all are presented at once and shall be a 
fee for $10 each  

 Fee schedule  

 Weekend and evening rentals 

 Full price of fees in effect for 2014 

 Appeal in three weeks  
Pulsts motioned to table this item for the March 25th Work Session with a second by Chidi; vote 
4-0. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MEETINGS HELD 01/13/14, 02/04/14, 02/10/14 and 02/25/14   
Chidi motioned to approve the minutes with a second by Ehrlicher; motion passed unanimously. 

BEACH HOUSE KITCHEN – PERMISSION TO PROCEED WITH PERMITS AND QUOTES  
Pulsts motioned to authorize Brown to coordinate with the Kitchen Renovation Committee to 
proceed with permits and quotes.  The motioned was seconded by Brown and passed 4-0. 
 
RESOLUTION DESIGNATING POLICE DEPARTMENT AS THE FRANCES ORTEGA BUILDING 
The resolution will consist of adding 459 Pine Drive to the resolution. Pulsts motioned to approve 
the resolution designating the police department as the Frances M. Ortega Building with a second 
from Brown.  The vote pass unanimously 4-0. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
None  
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Tommy Conlon, 603 Iris Road recommended a separate rental fee schedule for Eco Art Camp and talked 
about the agreement being ethical.  He also applauded council naming the police department. Conlon 
community presence. Conlon asked how the building will be marked and suggested placing a yard sign 
for The Frances Ortega.  The Mayor said a plaque will be placed or a sign above the current sign and will 
consider the yard sign. Conlon also recommended a $200 cleaning deposit.  
 

Adrian Bernal, 4635 Dogwood Road stated that the fees for the permit are excessive.  The Mayor stated 
that the use permit is for usage of the beach, street, land and buildings and explained to him that facility 
rentals are different. Compassionate Atlanta will be placed on the Work Session Agenda for March 25th 
at 7:30. 
 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 
Ehrlicher stated that the beach renovation is nearing completion. She recognized and thanked Cindy 
Diamond, Brian Carr, Erika Brown, Kim Larsen, Bitsy Pitts, Thomas Paz, Kris Casariego and Kathleen Lower 
for volunteering their time and effort to plan, manage and oversee the renovation of the beach house and 
club house. Thanks was also given to City Hall employees Valerie Caldwell and Missye Varner. 
 
Chidi stated that Leadership DeKalb is taking applications and the close date is April 7th. 
 

Chief Green stated that a cold patch has been installed on the corner of Spruce and Popular Street 
where the hole was in the curve.  
 
ADJOURNMENT  
Pulsts motioned to adjourn and was seconded by Ehrlicher at 9:15 PM. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 

Missye Varner, Administrative Assistant  

 

 

 
Approved minutes are posted on the website at http://www.pinelakega.com/city-government/minutes/archive-minutes/ 


