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CITY OF PINE LAKE 

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES 

MARCH 25, 2014 

7:30 PM 

 

The City Council meeting was called to order at 7:33 PM by Mayor Pro Tem Megan Pulsts.  Present were 

Mayor Pro Tem Megan Pulsts, Council Members George Chidi, Mike Stuckey, Lynn Ehrlicher and Erika 

Brown.  Also present was Chief Sarai Green and City Administrator Valerie Caldwell.  Mayor Kathie 

deNobriga was absent. 

ANNONCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

None  

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 Agenda approved and amended upon motion by Chidi, seconded by Stuckey and passed 4-0. 

 Mayor Pro Tem Pulsts added the following additions to agenda: 

 Ortega Plaque for Frances M. Ortega Memorial Building 

 Declaration of Committed Relationship for Domestic Partnership 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Marvin Wilmoth, Miller Valentine Group introduced himself and stated that funding has been awarded 

for Multi-Family Housing for the Aberdeen & Rockbridge Road parcel.  They are closing in July of this year.  

There will be three to five stories consisting of ninety six apartment units. 

Lalah Manly, Pine Lake City Arts, presented the city with a $500.00 check from LakeFest 2013. 

Melanie Hammett commented on the policy of Public Buildings and Land Use.  She stated that she served 

with the Economic Group in past years working on the policy and that the new policy is a smart way to do 

business as a city. 

Ella Johannaber, 647 Olive Road and director of the Summer Eco Arts Camp addressed the issues detailed 

in an email she received regarding the camp and the Permit for Outdoor Festivals and Uses of Public Lands 

and Buildings.  Johannaber said that although she was irritated about the email, it had relevance and she 

wished it contents had been brought to her attention.  She commented on the points of the email and 

shared her opinion that the camp was great for the city. 

Aleta Johannaber, Camp Administrator, 611 Laurel Road stated that, in her opinion, the email moved to a 

personal attack.  Ms. Johannaber also addressed concerns of the email as it relates to the Summer Eco 

Arts Camp and the permitting process. 

OLD BUSINESS 

CONSIDERATION OF PERMIT FOR OUTDOOR FESTIVALS AND USE OF PUBLIC LANDS AND BUILDINGS 
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Mayor Pro Tem Pulsts presented the draft permit application discussed during the 3/10/2014 meeting 

and the revised edition. Pulsts stated that the permit is not geared specifically towards the EcoArts Camp 

and that the entire application had to be dealt with as it relates to the city.  Chidi added that the 

application is not specifically about camp and that the rules established will apply for everyone applying 

to utilize city facilities.  He also offered the opinion that the camp is a value to the Pine Lake community.  

Brown commented that the permit is for use of all public buildings and lands of the city and is not geared 

towards camp and LakeFest only. She said that the city can’t give if for free. Weekday and weekend rentals 

was also a part of the discussion.  Pulsts said that the permit fees are reviewed annually and will need to 

be revisited at the end of the year but they are fair for now. 

Ehrlicher inquired if Johannaber had offered to pay the city for the use of the building from 2013. She also 

stated that the interest is to make money on the beach house and that the city will be hiring a Facilities 

Coordinator.  Also discussed was the amount that the camp charged and how revenue was generated.  

Ehrlicher observed that if the camp were to be enrolled at its full capacity and if all campers paid the full 

tuition, with no scholarships or discounts of any kind, that the Camp had the potential to earn over 

$31,000.  City Administrator Caldwell spoke on the appeal process for the permit application.  The 

language of payment schedule was discussed and revised.  Mayor Pro Tem Pulsts recommended 

rephrasing the payments schedule on the permit application. 

The insurance policy portion of the application was discussed and it was recommended that the 

application must include the non-refundable $200.00 fee and that proof of insurance must be provided 

to City Hall within five business days of permit approval.  If insurance is not provided, the application shall 

become void.  Caldwell will consult with the city attorney regarding this issue. 

Pulsts stated that permit application will be revised with the changes agreed to.  Items voted on were: 

 Brown motioned to approve the proposed 2014 Permit Fees with a second by Ehrlicher. 

After discussion the motion passed 3-1 with Chidi voting against the motion. 

 Brown motioned to approve the proposed 2015 Permit Fees with a second by Ehrlicher,            

the vote passed unanimously 4-0. 

 Chidi motioned to adopt the language of the payment schedule with a second from 

Stuckey, the vote passed 4-0. 

 Brown motioned to amend the insurance section of the permit application with a second 

from Ehrlicher.  The vote passed unanimously 4-0. 

 Chidi motioned to adopt the language of the Permit for Outdoor Festivals and Use of 

Public Lands and Buildings Application contingent on the city attorney’s approval; 

Ehrlicher seconded.  The vote passed unanimously 4-0. 

DISCUSSION OF COMPASSIONATE ATLANTA 

Tabled 

LANUAGE FOR PLAQUE FOR THE FRANCES M. ORTEGA MEMORIAL BUILDING 

Tabled 
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CONSENT AGENDA  

Motion to adopt the Consent Agenda was made by Council Member Brown, seconded by Council Member 

Chidi and was approved 3-0.  Item approved was the minutes from the 3/10/14 meeting. 

Stuckey departed from the meeting at 9:18 PM. 

NEW BUSINESS 

CONSIDERATION 2013 BUDGET ADJUSTMENT 

City Administrator Caldwell presented Resolution #R-02-2014 to amend The Storm Water Budget by 

increasing Funds Carried Forward to cover the overage in 2013 expenditures.  Chidi motioned to approve 

the resolution with a second from Ehrlicher. The motion passed 3-0. 

DECLARATION OF COMMITTED RELATIONSHIP FOR DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIP 

Discussion was to propose a fee schedule for the application. 

Item placed on the April 14 agenda. 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

Police Department-Chief reported that the department report for February 2014 was attached to their 

packet. 

Administration Department-Varner reported that the report for February 2014 was attached to their 

packet. 

City Administrator Caldwell presented an updated Fee Schedule for the permitting process and stated that 

there is not a comprehensive schedule for development fees currently in place.  Following a brief 

discussion motion was made by Brown to approve, seconded by Chidi.  The vote passed 3-0. 

Brown motioned to adopt the Fee Schedule with changes to the residential section; Chidi seconded the 

motion. The vote passed 3-0. Again, should be appended, with the change. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Kris Casariego inquired about the status for the opening of the Beach House.  She also stated that citizen 

and personal issues are flying around.  She commented about the Public Buildings and Land Use Permit. 

Ms. Casariego said that she was disappointed; however she appreciated the work and professionalism of 

council. 

Elsie Porter talked about precedents being set and that she is impressed that there should be one set of 

rules for all in a fair and equitable manner. 

Melanie Hammett thanked Council for doing a good job on the permit discussion earlier and stated that 

due diligence was done. 
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COUNCIL COMMENTS 

Brown reported that the Beach House project is looking good, exterior is currently being painted and the 

final inspection should take place within three weeks.  Pulsts asked if the beach house could be opened 

without the kitchen being operational and the reply from Brown. 

Chidi said that there is a way that the Post Office can participate with the Frances M. Ortega Memorial 

and that they need the language from the city by May. 

Mayor Pro Tem Pulsts stated that she distributed the Atlanta Regional Commission 2040 Plan to council 

to review for future discussion. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Chidi motioned to adjourn and was seconded by Ehrlicher at 9:40pm. 

 

_______________________________________ 

Missye Varner, Administrative Assistant 

 

 

Approved minutes are posted on the website at http://www.pinelakega.com/city-government/minutes/archive-minutes/ 

 

 

 

 

 


