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CITY OF PINE LAKE 

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES 

MAY 27, 2014 

7:30 PM 

 

The City Council Work Session meeting was called to order at 7:31 PM by Mayor Kathie 
deNobriga. Present were Council Members George Chidi, Mike Stuckey, Lynn Ehrlicher and Erika 
Brown.  Also present was Chief Sarai Green and City Administrator Valerie Caldwell. Mayor Pro 
Tem Megan Pulsts arrived later.  

 

ANNOUNCMENTS AND COMMUNICATONS 

Mayor deNobriga announced that a Town Hall Meeting will be held at the Clubhouse on June 7, 
2014 at 11:00 following the Pancake Breakfast. 

The Mayor announced that the Police Forum was a success with good attendance and that 
another forum will be scheduled for the public only. 

Mayor deNobriga communicated that the lake is open effective May 27th and that the lake passed 
the Lake Testing. 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
Mayor deNobriga made the following amendments to the agenda: 

Removal of discussion of Sign Permit Application 
Reposition of Old Business ARC Plan 2040-Transportation Element-Council Member 
Stuckey to follow New Business 

The agenda was unanimously approved as amended upon a motion by Chidi; seconded by 
Stuckey. 
 
Mayor deNobriga talked about the Consideration of Cooperation Agreement Notification of Intent 
for Continuation of Status as a Participant in The Urban County Community Development Block 
Grant Program for FY 2015-2017. She stated that notification was needed for DeKalb County to 
continue administering CDBG for another three years. The Mayor said that the CDBG grants are 
federally funded. 

The Mayor briefly spoke on the designation of the City becoming a Local Issuing Authority. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Barbara Whitlow 526 Pine Drive questioned the Consideration of Applying for Designation as a 
Local Issuing Authority and if there were limitations.  
 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Discussion of Sign Permit Application was removed from the agenda.  
 
Discussion of 2014 Millage Rate 
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Caldwell discussed the 2014 Millage Rate and the timeline for public notice and advertising. 
Missye Varner Administration Assistant read the public notice and advertising timelines and dates.  
Following a brief discussion motion was made by Pulsts and seconded by Brown to advertise the  
millage rate at 29.824 with three public hearings.   The motion was approved 4-1 with Chidi 
opposing.  
 
Consideration of Cooperation Agreement Notification of Intent for Continuation of Status 
as a Participant in the Urban County Community Development Grant Program for FY 2015-
2017 
Mayor deNobriga stated that the City is entitled to apply to participate with the CDBG Program 
and a new agreement must be entered into every three years.  She stated that the City currently 
has one active grant and can apply for other grants through DeKalb County.  The agreement 
deadline is May 31, 2014 and will not open again until 2017.  Pulsts motioned to enter into the 
agreement seconded by Ehrlicher. After discussion Council unanimously voted to disapprove 
continuation. 
 
Appointment of ARB Member 
Brown moved to approve the Mayor’s appointment of Jan Christensen, seconded by Pulsts and 
was approved 5-0. 
 

Consideration of Applying for Designation as a Local Issuing Authority 
There was discussion that the city meets all requirements and would have more control by 
becoming a Local Issuing Authority. Pulsts moved to approve with a second by Brown and 
approved 5-0. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 
Chief Green presented the April 2014 Police Department report and said that the fleet has been 
weatherized. Chief stated that Code Enforcement issues, patrols at the beach and fleet 
maintenance was a focus.  She stated that two incidents had occurred on May 27th on Rockbridge 
Road and that the tennis court fence at Polo Apartments should be completed by weeks end. 
Chief Green said that the computers in the patrol cars currently are not operating.  There was 
discussion for dash board cameras and body microphones. Chief will bring prices for these items 
for the June 9th Council Meeting.  
 
Varner passed out the Administration Department monthly report.   
 
The Mayor stated that the Declaration of Committed Relationship for Domestic Partnership will 
be added to the City website and PLAIN Talk publication for citizens interested in registering at 
City Hall.  
 
Pulsts requested for Public Works to provide cleaning at Spring Street on the church side and the 
eastern edge of the city. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Barbara Davis 489 Spruce Street inquired about 24/7 policing and reserve officers.  She asked if 
the reserve officers were being utilized and said that there are uncovered police hours. Davis 
requested data on the reserve officers.  Chief Green commented that there are three full time paid 
officers and ten reserve officers. She also said that the reserve officers work with police officers. 
The Mayor requested Chief to provide liability information as it relates to the police department 
and reserve officers. 
 



 

3 
 

Melanie Hammet 648 Laurel Road commented on the CDBG matter and stated that the city has 
received 50K and 100K grants in the past and hopes that Council will research and continue to 
receive CDBG Grants. Hammett also stated that the millage rate is not something new and 
advised Council to dig deep when making the millage rate decision and to create a strategy that 
will take the City into the future.  
 
Melissa Massey 616 Olive Road commented that the trees were cut down at the wetlands.  Mayor 
advised her that the trees do not affect the water flow.  Mayor deNobriga stated that the 
Architectural Review Board has a new proposal from Miller Valentine and that it will not be 
discussed at the meeting.  
 
Flitz Durmaz 4557 Ridge Drive inquired if the public could review the proposal from Miller 
Valentine and asked if studies had been performed on the property. 
 
Pulsts stated that ARB will hold a meeting on June 3rd at the Court House at 7:00 PM. 
 
Carolyn Quaie 529 S. Molten Court stated that she will bring a petition regarding the proposed 
Miller Valentine development to the June 9th Council meeting. 
 
Diane Durrett 616 Olive Road questioned if the Miller Valentine proposed development was a 
done deal. 
 
Barbara Whitlow 526 Pine Drive asked if there would be a Miller Valentine representative present 
for the ARB and June 9th Council meeting. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
ARC Plan 2040-Transportation Element-Council Member Stuckey 
Council Member Stuckey presented the ARC Plan 2040-Transportation Element and stated that 
ARC will assist with developing and implementing the plan.  Stuckey talked about transportation 
funding and the needs of the city were discussed. A charging station for smart cars, scooter and 
bike racks were recommended for city buildings.   
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
None  
 
Stuckey moved to go into Executive Session at 9:09 PM was seconded by Pulsts and was 
unanimously approved. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSON-PERSONNEL AND LITIGATION  
Stuckey motioned to adjourn executive session and reconvene in open meeting seconded by 
Pulsts and was approved 4-1 with Ehrlicher in opposition. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion, second and unanimously approved.  
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Missye Varner, Administrative Assistant  
 
 

Approved minutes are posted on the website at http://www.pinelakega.com/city-government/minutes/archive-minutes/ 


