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CITY OF PINE LAKE 

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES 

JUNE 24, 2014 

7:30 PM 

 

The City Council Work Session meeting was called to order at 7:52 PM by Mayor Kathie deNobriga. Present 
were Mayor Pro Tem Megan Pulsts and Council Members George Chidi, Mike Stuckey, Lynn Ehrlicher and 
Erika Brown.  Also present was City Administrator Valerie Caldwell. Chief Green was absent due to training. 

ANNOUNCMENTS AND COMMUNICATONS 

Mayor deNobriga announced that the 2013 Audit Report will be reviewed at in the July 14th Council Meeting. 

The Mayor announced that the Beach House failed the Fats, Oil and Grease Inspection and that another 
review will be performed after corrections are made.  

 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
Mayor deNobriga made the following amendments to the agenda: 

Addition of the Award of Bid for Back Flow Preventer for the Beach House 
Reposition of Old Business ARC Plan 2040-Economic Development-Council Member Brown to 
follow Public Comments 
Addition of the discussion of the fence at the tennis court to Old Business 
Addition of Police Report to Departmental Reports 

The agenda was unanimously approved as amended upon a motion by Stuckey; seconded by Ehrlicher 
and was passed 5-0. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Susan Ramsey 565 Park Drive presented a letter that was read by Council Member Ehrlicher regarding the 
fence situation, security and being burglarized in May.  A copy of the letter is available at City Hall.  
 
Karen Styes Spring Drive recommended dye testing for the sewer lines.  Ms. Sykes stated that she has the 
equipment and supplies and volunteered her time. 
 
Melanie Hammett 648 Laurel Road stated that the Police Department is in economic recovery and 
questioned its leadership.  She stated that the current leadership has dropped the ball on the tennis court 
matter. 
 
Amy Colburn 654 Laurel Road talked about the fence at the tennis court and the lack of repairs.  She also 
asked about the grease trap and a full kitchen for the beach house. Resident Bitsy Pitts stated that funding 
was the issue for a full kitchen. 
 
Tommy Conlon 603 Iris Road asked who was overseeing the beach house for control because there are 
numerous surprises as it relates to the plans. He also complimented Mayor Pro Tem Pulsts for not agreeing 
to increase the millage rate and to pull for the roll back.  The Mayor stated that PK Construction’s work is 
complete and that it is on the city to get the various inspections completed and passed for the beach house.  
 
ADDITIONAL COUNCIL COMMENTS 
Ehrlicher talked about the fence issue and police response time for Ms. Ramsey who was burglarized.  She 
also stated the need to discuss a permanent solution for the vandalisms at the tennis court. Brown stated 
that the issues are separate because the city had property damage and that she would like for the city to 
make the fence repairs properly and to send the invoice to the apartment property management company.  
  
Chidi commented on the fence issue and stated that the root cause is the dysfunction surrounding the 
adjacent neighborhood and that fixing the fence will not resolve the problem. Stuckey stated that he agrees 
with Brown to make the necessary repairs and to forward the invoice to the apartment property 
management company. 
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The Mayor stated that Chief Green has a meeting with the apartment complex on Friday June 27th to 
address this concern.  Brown recommended getting bids on planting, signage, fencing and cameras at the 
tennis court and to obtain the report from the meeting that the Chief will attend. Conlon asked if the 
administration department could get the bids with the response from Mayor that she was looking for 
volunteers for the project. 
 
Mayor deNobriga inquired if council wanted to assist with getting the fence repaired.  Brown and Ehrlicher 
will obtain the bids after they get the linear footage from the public works supervisor.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
ADOPTION OF THE RESOLUTION SETTING 2014 MILLAGE RATE 
The Mayor pointed out that the difference for the roll back was not $32, 000 but $42,000.00 which equals 
to $15,556.00 per mill.  
 
Brown motioned for the roll back rate, seconded by Ehrlicher for discussion.  Discussion was for a reserve 
fund for the city. Also there was discussion regarding 24 hour policing. The Mayor stated that the actuals 
would be assessed against the current budget for another police position. Stuckey recommended to put the 
rate somewhere in the middle for the roll back rate to its present place and to compromise.  
 
After discussion Stuckey moved to amend the roll back rate and to set the millage rate at 28.50, seconded 
by Pulsts. After discussion on the amendment of the millage rate the Mayor stated that the rollback of 28.50 
would yield almost $22,000. Chidi stated that he opposed the amendment. The vote was failed 2-3. 
 
Pulsts then motioned to amend the millage to be 28.1 with the intention to designate the proceeds to a cash 
reserve fund to be managed by a cash reserve policy to be developed with a second from Stuckey followed 
by discussion. Caldwell will check with the city auditor regarding cash reserve funds.  The Mayor charged 
Chidi to provide research for reserve funding policies from other cities. Ehrlicher stated that she is opposed 
to an increase and that if the proper fines of $11,000.00 were collected from Miller Valentine the city would 
be covered and that an increase would not be needed nor to raise taxes on the citizens.  The Mayor stated 
that the fines were issued to BBT not to Miller Valentine. The vote passed 3-2 with Chidi and Ehrlicher 
opposing.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
AWARD OF BID FOR TREE PERMIT 
Pulsts motioned to award All Season’s Tree Service the tree removal bid of $850.00 seconded by Brown 
and approved 5-0. 
 
AWARD OF BID FOR BACK FLOW PREVENTER 
Pulsts motioned to award Latimer Enterprises, Inc the bid of $1500.00 to install the back flow preventer at 
the Beach House with a second from Ehrlicher. The vote passed 4-1 with Brown opposing.  
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
POLICE REPORT 
Sgt. Palms talked the City and DeKalb County’s response time for calls. He said the county has the KDT 
System which provides quicker response time and that the city has not had the system since 2006. Palms 
said that the police department was being beaten upon and asked the community to give them credit for 
what they do and not to be bashed at all of the meetings. He also solicited help from the community. Palms 
said that the fence at the tennis court was an issue and recommended citizens to be mindful when 
approaching intruders and to call 911. He said that sometimes the city is working with only one officer. Sgt. 
Palms reported that the surplus vehicle has been sold; however, he did not have a report for the purchasing 
a camera system but it was discussed.  
 
Sgt. Palms gave an update on Susan Ramsey’s incident which occurred on June 19th. The Mayor asked 
for the police log and follow-up.  Reserve officers were discussed and what the city has to offer them for 
protecting the community for free.  Palms stated that the city does not offer anything to the reserve officers 
for their service. He said that the city attempts to recruit quality reserve officers and provides 20 hours of 
P. O. S. T. training. Brown suggested implementing a recruitment plan for reserve officers.   
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Lt. Palms said that calls were returned per shift and that phone logs were kept in the police department and 
stated that it is preferred that the citizens call 911. The certification for car computers usage for police 
vehicles was discussed and Palms will provide information additional information on this. Palms gave 
recommendations to deter vandalism.  Mayor stated that P.L.A.I.N. needed information for police vests as 
they are interested in assisting in the purchase.  
 
FINANCIAL REVIEW 
Caldwell provided a brief analysis of the financial report. She stated that based on projection the city is 
where it should be financially for the year.  The Mayor stated that Jimmy Whitaker, City Auditor will be 
attending the July 14th council meeting and requested council to review the audit prior to the meeting.  
Caldwell said that there are three recommendations from the auditor including one to acquire governmental 
accounting software.  Mayor deNobriga thanked Caldwell for her diligent efforts to get the recommendations 
down to three. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Sammy Feasom 4538 Orchid Drive stated that she is a 15 year resident and complained about shots being 
fired into her house.  She said that the Chief did come and stated that the police does not come down to 
the dead end of Orchid and that strategy is needed. She also said that her trash pickup is at Iris not at her 
residence.   
 
Susan Ramsey 565 Park Drive complained about police response time when she was burglarized.   She 
also said that when she called Chief Green, she was told that Chief was working on important paper work 
and that it took her an hour to arrive at her residence.  
 
Barbara Whitlow 526 Pine Drive requested an update on the Miller Valentine and BBT project.  She asked 
why the city did not receive all of the $11000.00 fine that was imposed.  Also asked for the update of the 
Army Corps of Engineers onsite meeting with Miller Valentine. Ms. Whitlow addressed the concern of the 
bacteria situation at the lake and why was the lake closed. She stated that she was willing to assist with the 
testing at the lake.    
 
Ms. Whitlow talked about the reserve officer’s issue with the police department and asked why the city can’t 
have the same success that other cities have. She talked about the response time within the police 
department and that the citizens should not have to live in fear.  
 
Mayor deNobriga stated that the Miller Valentine issue cannot be discussed per advice of the city attorney 
and that they have until August 9th to file an appeal. She said that she closed the lake as a precaution and 
for additional testing for safety. Mayor also addressed the other concerns for Ms. Whitlow as well.  
 
Barbara Davis 489 Spruce Drive commented on the ineptness at the top of the Police chain and that there 
is a serious concern and that it need to be taken seriously. She asked where the chain of command was. 
Ms. Davis talked about the rules at the lake and she stated that the Mayor and the Chief of Police were not 
doing their jobs. The Mayor stated that the matter is a serious concern and that it is being taken seriously 
by her and council. 
 
Melanie Hammett 648 Laurel Road stated that she appreciated Lt. Palm’s overview, clarity and remarks 
regarding the Police Department. She also said that there needs to be additional funding put into the police 
department for safety and economic development. 
 
Amy Colburn 654 Laurel Road requested information on the new facilities manager and inquired if there is 
a study on the rentals and if the increase of revenues were better. She also suggested to go back to having 
a volunteer to manage the facilities. The Mayor said that it was too early to determine and that volunteers 
were difficult to obtain.  
 
Ken Cinair 565 Park Drive recommended cameras and other deterrents for the tennis court and the fence 
area and offered to assist in obtaining quotations.  He also asked if the tennis courts would be operable 
and addressed his concern about the citizens being locked out of the tennis court.  
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Tommy Conlon 603 Iris Road stated that he agrees that the city should not be liable for repairing the fence. 
He said that the fence needed to be repaired by the apartment complex and maintained by the city. Mr. 
Conlon also stated that citizens need to call 911 for emergency situations and not the police station. He 
said that other departments have had increases and restorations but that the Police Department has not 
received any additions to their department.  He said that this need to be changed and that administration 
was increased and a facilities manager was added.  He said that the community is asking for the police 
department to protect and serve and to do an array of other things and that additional funding need to be 
given to them.  
 
Barbara Whitlow 526 Pine Drive commented about the report on list serve from the police department and 
requested more information on the reports. She also talked about a situation that occurred at the tennis 
court.  
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
Pulsts stated that it is a felony to damage city property and this needs to be posted on the fence. 
 
Ehrlicher stated that the Chief was the second highest paid employee for the city and that the police 
department needed to be professionalized and reorganized. Mayor deNobriga stated that three police 
officers making less than $100,000 collectively are not good salaries. 
 
Chidi said that Raven Flenniken wants to put an ice cream stand at the lake and will be making application 
to present to council for the July 14th meeting.  Chidi encouraged citizens to call 911 when emergencies 
occur and not the Police Department.  There was discussion of the legality of charging to enter the city 
parks and park cards. Brown said that she is in favor of park cards and that it needs to be explored. The 
Mayor said that she will contact the city attorney regarding park cards to get his opinion.  
 
Ehrlicher recommended establishing a walking group to help monitor the tennis court and fence after the 
repairs are completed.  
 
ARC PLAN 2040-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT-COUNCIL MEMBER BROWN 
Brown presented the 2040 Economic Development and stated that the city currently needed to pursue 
meeting the standards. Brown requested the Better Home Town Program with the Department of 
Community Affairs and will follow up on it and report back with the results.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSON-PERSONNEL AND LITIGATION  
Stuckey motioned to adjourn to go into executive session at 10:05 p.m. to discuss a personnel matter, 
seconded by and approved 5-0.  Pulsts motioned to reconvene in regular session by Pulsts seconded by 
Chidi and approved 5-0. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Chidi motioned to adjourn seconded by Pulsts and unanimously approved at 10:27 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
Missye Varner, Administrative Assistant  

 
 
 

Approved minutes are posted on the website at http://www.pinelakega.com/city-government/minutes/archive-minutes/ 


