
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
AUGUST 11, 2014
7:30 PM
The City Council Meeting was called to order at 7:33 PM by Mayor Kathie deNobriga.  Present were Mayor Pro-Tem Megan Pulsts and Council Members Erika Brown, Mike Stuckey, Lynn Ehrlicher and George Chidi.  Also present was Chief of Police Sarai Y’Hudah-Green and City Administrator Valerie Caldwell.
PLEDGE OF ALLIGIANCE – Led by Mayor deNobriga
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

None 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA
The agenda was amended with the following items:
· Moratorium 
· Postponing the 2nd Reading and Consideration of Ordinance Regarding Uninhabited  Structures

· Report on Town Hall Meeting 

Mayor Pro-Tem Pulsts motioned to accept the amended Adoption of Agenda seconded by Council Member Ehrlicher. The vote passed 5-.0

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Karen Bernheimer 495 Club House Drive inquired about the status of opening the Beach House.
John Weeks 435 Pine Drive asked for the status of the repeated closings of the lake and said that a scientific study needed to be conducted.  He also pleaded for Mayor and Council to get the Beach House opened.  Mr. Weeks also requested council to have an official organ for getting information out to the community other than list serve.

CONSENT AGENDA
Pulsts moved to approve the consent agenda as presented, seconded by Chidi and approved 5-0. Items approved: Meeting minutes from 06/9/14, 06/24/14, 07/14/14 and 07/29/14

OLD BUSINESS 
APPOINTMENT OF ERIKA BROWN AS COUNCIL LIAISON FOR POLICE DEPARTMENT

Mayor deNobriga appointed Council Member Erika Brown as Council Liaison for the Police Department to work Chief Green.
SECOND READING AND CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE REGARDING UNINHABITED STRUCTURES- Council Member Ehrlicher 

This agenda item was postponed. 
NEW BUSINESS
Discussion of Dog Park

Council Member Ehrlicher suggested the green space area across from the Police Department for a dog park. There was discussion of the storm water intake at the site and the essential items needed for a dog park. The Mayor recommended that Catherine Fox, Fox Environmental LLC investigate the site as it relates to the storm water. There was discussion about contacting the family that donated the park to the city to ascertain if a dog park was in keeping with their bequest.
Council member Brown suggested getting input from the neighbors that live near the proposed location. There was not any action taken on the matter as more research is needed.
CONSIDERATION OF REALLOCATION OF FUNDS FOR PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT FOR PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Raoul Martinez, Public Works Supervisor presented the request to purchase two additional attachments for the John Deer tractor. One attachment was a backhoe to be utilized in keeping flume upkeep clear as well as bio retention feature in front of the lake.  The second item is a blade to be used for scraping ice and snow from the roadways. He stated that currently the city does not have an agreement with the county for various items needed in the event of inclement weather and that the city needs to be prepared.  
Pulsts motioned to approve funds for the purchase of equipment for public works seconded by Brown. The vote passed unanimously 5-0.
MORATORIUM NOT TO ACCEPT ANY NEW PERMITS FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION, NEW DEVELOPMENT, NEW SUBDIVISIONS, REZONING OR LAND DISTRUBANCE APPLICATIONS FOR A PERIOD OF 120 DAYS
After discussion and that Pulsts will present a summary and update of the items placed on the moratorium for the September 30th Work Session Brown moved to approve seconded by Ehrlicher. The motion passed 4-0-1 with Pulsts abstaining. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Pulsts reported that the Architectural Review Board needed dates for two meetings per year with Council. The dates are to be determined. 
Council Member Stuckey reported that the Tree Committee will meet on Tuesday, August 19th at 6:30 pm at the Clubhouse.  The topic for discussion will be the Annual Arbor Day Celebration. 
PUBLIC COMMENTS
John Weeks 534 Pine Drive stated that he is frustrated about the 120 day moratorium. He says that he has invested in properties in Pine Lake and knows someone that is interested in building in the city.  He also said that pollution is a problem at the lake and that a lake study needs to be performed by a professional.

Pulsts stated the ARB process could move forward while the moratorium is in place because the moratorium is for new build only.

Karen Bernheimer 495 Club House Drive asked if the moratorium was for new construction to which the Mayor’s reply was yes. 

Raoul Martinez talked about the lake issue and said that when it rains a scum forms on the creek and goes into the flume.  He stated that this could possibly be where the pollution gathers. Pulsts recommended testing the lake before and after it rains.
Martinez also stated that Chief Green was very instrumental in obtaining the items needed from DeKalb County during the previous snow storm.
Tommy Conlon 603 Iris Road recommended utilizing Citizen Karen Styes to conduct the lake study. He also suggested using Fleeman Park for the proposed dog park and stated that the noise and smell could be a problem.
COUNCIL COMMENTS
Council Members Pulsts and Brown provided an update of the Town Hall Meeting. Pulsts stating that the attendance was approximately 25 residents. She also said that the discussion was tax appraiser process, the ordinance regarding uninhabited structures and property values.  Brown stated that the community has requested for an appraiser come to the next town hall meeting to discuss the appraisal process.  The Beach House was another topic of discussion.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – PERSONNEL
Brown motioned to adjourn to go into executive session at 8:23 p.m. to discuss litigation and a personnel matter, seconded by Stuckey and passed 5-0.  

Motion by Stuckey to adjourn executive session and reconvene in regular meeting seconded by Chidi and approved 5-0.

ADJOURNMENT 
Stuckey motioned to reconsider the original motion of the moratorium with a second by Brown. Brown motioned to instruct the City Administrator not to accept any new permits for new construction, new development, new subdivision, rezoning or land disturbance for a period of 120, effectively immediately, seconded by Chidi and approved 5-0 at 9:17 PM. 

________________________________

Missye Varner, Administrative Assistant 

Approved minutes are posted on the website at http://www.pinelakega.com/city-government/minutes/archive-minutes/


