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WORK SESSION MEETING MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 24, 2015 

7:30 PM 

 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Kathie deNobriga at 7:31 P.M.  Present were Mayor deNobriga, 
Council members Erika Brown, George Chidi, Lynn Ehrlicher and Mike Stuckey.  Also present was Chief Sarai-
Y’hudah Green.  Mayor Pro-Tem Megan Pulsts and City Administrator Valerie Caldwell were absent.  
 
Brown moved to enter Executive Session to discuss a litigation matter and seconded by Stuckey. Approved 4-0.  
 
Brown moved to adjourn Executive Session and reconvene in regular session. Motion seconded by Ehrlicher 
and approved 4-0.   
 

Announcements/Communications 

 Mayor deNobriga introduced Michael David Shea, Ph.D. intern from Georgia State University who will 
conduct an impact and benefits study of annexation.  Mr. Shea will host a Focus Group and prepare a 
sample questionnaire for citizen input.  The Mayor will schedule a public meeting in March 2015. 

 

 The Mayor announced that on February 27th Congressman Hank Johnson’s office will send a letter out 
regarding renaming the Post Office in honor of slain Officer Frances Ortega.  She said that she is 
prepared to meet regarding this matter and that she believes the opposition to the renaming that it is 
politically driven.  

 
Adoption of Agenda 
Brown requested to postpone the Discussion of Unauthorized Work at Beach House. This item was placed on 
the March 9th Council Meeting agenda. Chidi moved to adopt the agenda and seconded by Stuckey. Approved 
4-0. 
 
Public Comments 
There were no public comments.  
 
Discussion of R-1 Zoning Category  
The Mayor distributed questions from council for discussion and advised that there will be public hearings on the 
new interactions of the zoning categories.  Jean Bordeaux and Art Hagar of the Architectural Review Board 
were present. 
 
Below are the topics of discussion:  

 Vistibality, new construction, the 50% renovation rules and permit fees 

 Impervious surface and the percentage total 

 A study for the range of lot coverage    

 Total number of vacant lots in the city  

 Lot size and square footage, tax generation and preserving property values 

 Issues regarding renovations, especially for carports and garages. Brown recommended having  
separate definition for carports and garages 

 The creativity for building lots and micro housing as it relates to heights of buildings to be investigated 

 Bordeaux said that impervious surface and storm water enforcement was needed for integration of the 
codes.  She also gave 4601 Lakeshore Drive as an example regarding impervious surface and stated 
that storm water calculations and an engineering study should have performed  

 Council member Chidi recommended that the goal for zoning should be to preserve the artistic 
character of the community and questioned its judgment for mix use  

 Home occupations was questioned and that residents should obtain occupational tax certificates, 
especially businesses in the service economy 
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 Chidi talked about the residents on Rockbridge and Poplar Roads regarding zoning and lighting.  Chief 
Green said that Family Dollar has been notified about their lighting numerous times.  The Mayor asked 
the Chief to make contact with Jessica Long resident on Poplar Road regarding an upcoming meeting 
about the lighting with the manager of Family Dollar.   

 Brown recommended that parts of the proposed and withdrawn uninhabitable buildings and structure 
ordinance become content of the R-1 zoning category. She said that existing housing should be foot 
printed and  suggested placing this portion out for public survey 

 Chidi will draft the public survey by 2/27/15 which will be placed on city’s community outlets with a public 
meeting to follow. The public meeting date, time and location is to be determined.  Hard copies of the 
survey to be available at City Hall 

 Recommendation of a moratorium for building permits will be placed on the March 9th Council Meeting 
agenda.  

  
Discussion of Unauthorized Work at Beach House 
This item was postponed and placed on the March 9th Council Meeting.  
 
Departmental Reports 
Administration Department 
The 2014 Highlights prepared by Caldwell was briefly discussed. The monthly administration report was also 
presented.  
 
Police Department 
Chief Green stated that her reports were in the packets and discussed various department projects. She also 
talked about obtaining a tag reader as a good investment. Chief mentioned time share with other cities for the 
tag reader if one was purchased.  
 
Chief Green announced that the City is still accepting applications for the part-time Police Officer and that two 
candidates were being considered.  She said that the department was waiting on the legislature as it relates to 
body cameras for plug and play technology. Chief briefly talked about code enforcement as it relates to the 
revision of the zoning code.  
 
Chief stated that there is an emergency plan in place with Public Works and DeKalb County in the event of 
inclement weather that is forecasted.   
 
 
Public Comments 
There were no public comments. 
 
Council Comment 
There were no public comments. 
 
Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned upon motion by Ehrlicher and seconded by Stuckey. Approved 4-0 at 9:05 p.m. 
 
 

 

 
_____________________________ 

Missye Varner, Administrative Assistant  
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