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WORK SESSION MEETING MINUTES 
MARCH 31, 2015 

7:30 PM 

 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Pro Tem Megan Pulsts at 7:31 P.M.  Present were Council members 
Erika Brown, George Chidi, and Mike Stuckey.  Mayor Kathie deNobriga and Council member Lynn Ehrlicher 
were absent. Also present was Chief Sarai-Y’hudah Green and City Administrator Valerie Caldwell. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMUNICATIONS 
There were none at this time.  
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
Chidi moved to adopt the agenda and seconded by Stuckey and was approved 3-0. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There were no public comments.  
 
EVA SOTUS 
 Ms. Sotus, Resident and Manager of Pine Lake Lounge presented the Lounge’s 2014 financial report and 
discussion ensued.  Also there was a brief discussion of the unauthorized work at the Beach House.  The work 
has been corrected by a licensed electrician and the lounge is reimbursing the city. 
 
FEE SCHEDULE 
Brown presented a revised draft fee schedule for facilities rentals. There was discussion with no action taken on 
this item.  The item was placed on the April 13, 2015 council meeting agenda. Russell Rockwell, Facilities 
Coordinator will be requested to attend the meeting for facilities rental input. Brown recommended offering Wi-
Fi, Cable TV as an incentive to attract potential renters. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
Police Department 
Chief Green stated that her reports were in the packets.  Chidi inquired about the Family Dollar response time 
regarding the robbery in March.   The Chief stated that the time was good and that the department could provide 
transcript minutes.  Chidi also requested information on the Texaco burglary that occurred several weeks ago 
and said that there has been an increase in crime.   
 
Pulsts requested the Chief to have the follow-up information for Chidi’s questions at the April 13th meeting. 
 
Chief Green will submit a letter to the manager of Family Dollar recommending that they install outside lighting 
for extra security measure.  
 
Administration Department  
The monthly report was included in the council packets.  Chidi stated that he had recently attended a DeKalb 
Municipal Association meeting at which the discussion involved the County’s proposal to utilize HOST 
(Homestead Option Sales Tax) currently distributed to DeKalb’s municipalities as a direct offset to property tax. 
He questioned what impact that would have on the City’s budget.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Melanie Hammett, 648 Laurel Road commented on the passing of former City Attorney Jack Rhodes who died 
on March 26th.  
 
Ms. Hammet also stated that her understanding was that the Pine Lake Lounge was under Pine Lake Arts.  She 
stated that she spoken with the Mayor and that the Mayor deNobriga informed her that LakeFest and Pine Lake 
Lounge are not the parent companies. 
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Hammett inquired about The Champion Newspaper that had been attributed to Council Chidi regarding the 
abolishment of Executive Sessions until such time as whoever had violated executive session privilege and 
previous meeting(s) had been identified.  Chidi recapped his recollection of the discussion at the March 9th 
meeting and stated that he was not notified by the newspaper for verification and the article had been picked up 
from his Facebook Post without any verification by the reporter.  Brown stated that she disagreed, and stated 
council had not taken any action to do away with Executive Sessions and to do so would hinder it ability to do 
the job for which the members were elected.   
 
Chidi stated that he will not participate in Executive Sessions until the matter of leakage from a former session 
was resolved.  Mayor Pro Tem Pulsts stated that the Mayor sent a letter to the Champion of clarification 
referencing the story.  Pulsts said that opposed going into executive session [for a personnel matter] at the 
March 9th meeting as whomever had violated executive privilege had not admitted having done so, or been 
identified.  Hammett encouraged city council to fix the matter.   
 
Bitsy Pitts, Resident, read the following statement into the record: “I would like to express my disappointment in 
the way this Council has chosen to handle it internal problems and some citizen concerns.  To air out our dirty 
laundry on social media, newspapers and side discussion with people who are not directly involved, I feel, is 
petty and reeks of high school bullying.  It is destructive and diminishes the “real” issues that our city is faced 
with and therefore a waste of time.  To allow special privileges to citizens with friends in high places is similar to 
the favoritism of the “good ole boy” network of the past.  This too, I feel, is destructive.  My request is that 
Council stop the short-sighted negativity and rampant nepotism and work together to make this the City we all 
need it to be.  Thank you  
 
Brian Engle a new resident on 4562 Orchid Drive, expressed his concerns on the building permitting process 
and he requested relief for homeowners doing small jobs.  He also talked about crime and security within the 
city and surrounding cities. Engle suggested building relationships with apartments complexes nearby to help 
curtail some of the crime that exists in the community. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENT 
Pulsts commented that Shelby Smith, who is working on a Permaculture Project was eager to begin 
reorganizing the community garden on Dahlia Drive.  There will be a meeting on April 4th following the Pancake 
Breakfast. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Pulsts announced that Jack Rhodes, former City Attorney worked for the city for approximately 
15 years prior had recently passed away. 
 
Chidi commented on the fire on Prince of Wales Street and suggested taking up donations.  He said that he 
would create a donation website online. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting adjourned upon motion by Brown and seconded by Stuckey. Approved 3-0 at 8:36 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 

Missye Varner, Administrative Assistant  

Approved minutes are posted on the website at http://www.pinelakega.com/city-government/minutes/archive-minutes/ 


