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CITY OF PINE LAKE 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 13, 2015 
7:30 PM 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called by Mayor Kathie deNobriga at 7:30 PM.  Present was Mayor deNobriga, Mayor Pro-Tem Megan 
Pulsts, Council members Erika Brown, George Chidi, Lynn Ehrlicher and Mike Stuckey. Also present were City 
Administrator Valerie Caldwell and Police Chief Sarai Y’hudah Green.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIENCE 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMUNICATIONS 

 Mayor Pro-Tem Pulsts announced that the Architectural Review Board will have their regular meeting 
on April 21st at 7:00 PM and a Called Meeting on 28th at 7:00 p.m. in the Court House to review the 
Uptown (UP) District Zoning Code.  

 Mayor deNobriga announced that the 5th Annual Tour of Homes will be on Sunday, May 3rd from 1:00-
5:00 PM and tickets for purchase are available at City Hall.  

    
ADOPTION OF AGENDA  
The Mayor added the CDBG Grant and clarification of a statement made regarding Pine Lake City Arts to the agenda.   
Mayor Pulsts moved to approve the adoption of agenda; 2nd by Stuckey. Approved 5-0. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There were none at this time.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Brown moved to approve the minutes of meetings held 03/09/15, 03/24/15 and 03/31/15; seconded by Pulsts and 
approved 5-0. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

 Fee Schedule – Council member Brown 
There was discussion of the fee schedule at a reduced rate for residents. Brown said that she was reviewing ways that the 
facilities would benefit the residents to desire to rent more. Russell Rockwell, Facilities Manager made a presentation of 
activity of the rental facilities and stated that the rentals are 50% residents renting and 50% non-residents renting. A 
cancellation policy and guidelines and advertising were discussed. Mr. Rockwell’s commission will remain at $500.00 per 
month for the time being. The Mayor directed Public Works to post No Smoking and Private Event at facilities. Pulsts 
requested Rockwell to change the lockbox code periodically to preserve the security of the rental facilities. 
 

 Follow up Discussion of Recent Robberies – Chief Green 
The Chief provided an update on the current robberies at Family Dollar and said that Family Dollar will be installing 
addition security measures.  Green stated that the response time at Family Dollar was three to five minutes. It was 
recommended to form a Commercial Neighborhood Watch and the Chief stated that she was working with the businesses 
to form an association.  Chief said that when incidents occur she will pass the information to the Court Clerk to post on 
listserv for community awareness and that social media will play an active part of communications.  
 
Discussion of Survey Results – Council member Chidi 
The results of the rezoning survey was discussed and Chidi stated that 53 residents participated in the survey.  The Mayor 
recommended that a segment of the survey offer residents the option for suggestions. Mayor deNobriga will assist Chidi 
to prepare the survey results prior to submitting to Bill Johnston, Zoning Consultant.  This item was placed on the April 
28th agenda.  
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NEW BUSINESS 

 Appointment of Solicitor – Mayor deNobriga 

Pulsts moved to ratify the appointment made by the Mayor to appoint L’Erin Frances Barnes as the City Solicitor; 

seconded by Ehrlicher and was unanimously approved. 

 

 Opening of Lake and Beach Rules – Mayor deNobriga 

 

The Lake and Beach Rules were discussed and there were minor corrections and additions. Also the beach house porch 
availability to the residents was discussed. It will be available during normal park hours unless the beach house is rented 
or if city business is being conducted. A no smoking sign will be installed at all the facilities. A private event signs will be 
placed at the clubhouse and beach house for respect of the renters hosting their events.   
 
The Mayor stated that the testing kits were being shipped from the University of Georgia and that on Monday, April 20th 
will be the first day of testing with results available by Friday, April 24th. Pulsts inquired if the lake and beach area will be a 
swim at your own risk responsibility and suggested posting the level results. The Mayor said that she will consult with the 
city attorney. She also asked Caldwell to have public works post signs. The lake and beach will officially open on May 1st.  

This item was placed on the April work session consent agenda which will be a voting meeting.  
 

 Presentation of Draft Lake Water Quality report 

Mayor deNobriga reviewed the report and said that it was an attempt to summarize the actions that have been taken 

since the lake closed in October 2014.  There four issues addressed in the draft report which were: 

1. The sewer heads were bolted down to prevent contamination  

2. Public works drained the wetlands to all working crews could perform tasks 

3. The data base from DeKalb county shows no septic tanks in the city; however, it will be verified  

4. Public Works are keeping the water high which deters geese population  

The Mayor stated that the Permaculture Class is working on installing a mushroom lice Lia barrier for cleaning water at 
the wetlands. She also said that she will be meeting with a water quality group in a couple weeks and that she will present 
a summary. 
 

 CDBG 
The Mayor stated that the last CDBG Grant for the community garden lapsed due to the lack of communications.  She also 
said that on April 2nd the DeKalb County CDBG Staff made a visit regarding the community garden and came up with a 
wish list and stated that a parcel of property located on Spruce Drive could possibly be the site of a Bird Watching Park. 
The revision of the community garden will also involve Permaculture. Mayor deNobriga will submit a new grant 
application to the county. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Stuckey announced that the Tree Committee will meet on April 21st at 6:30 PM on the Beach House Porch. 

The Mayor stated that Arbor Day is April 25th.  The resolution was placed on the April 28th agenda.  

Mayor deNobriga stated that she wanted to clarify what she said about Pine Lake City Arts: 

 The Mayor stated, “Eight years ago as Lakefest grew and right when the camp got started; me, Lalah Manly and 
Ella Johannaber open a checking account in the name of Pone Lake City Arts.  In order to open the business account we 
had to incorporate in the State of Georgia as a non-profit and that it was is non-profit federal status.  Si it was created as 
an umbrella entity for these two activities and it remains that to this day.  I have talked about that Pine Lake Lounge could 
come under the umbrella but they have not shown any need or inclination to do so.  I have also thought that there would 
be other events in the future that might come under that umbrella; for example, the former Pine Lake Culture Affairs 
Committee did a great day long doing various workshop and that might be something that would come under this 
umbrella.  That was what I was trying to say was in terms in of a formal organization where you have regular meetings 
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and people, it’s not like an organization that has regular meetings.  It is an umbrella that is there just to shelter these two 
entities in their ability to have a business banking account. Pine Lake City Arts that incorporated into an entity are looking 
for a fiscal sponsor and I think that they found one that will allow for people that make donations to get a tax write off 
and also allow either of the two entities underneath to apply for grants that are available only to federal non-profits.  
That’s what the fiscal sponsorship is; so it sort of like a big umbrella for a little umbrella for small projects underneath.   It 
is my hope that after next year we can start on making all that a little less informal and a little more organized.  I think 
that it would really benefit the city if they have something less loosey goosey. But in the meantime we do have the status 
and do regular update with the Secretary of State.  I don’t know exactly what I said that gave people the,  obviously I said 
it cause people were like “what”, there is no formal thing; so I guess it is the use of the word “formal” to me if you don’t 
ever have a meeting, it is not a real thing.  In a certain way we did not want to have that; but, if we do ever incorporate as 
a federal non-profit then we need to up the game a little bit.  But upping that game and getting the federal non-profit 
status is an expensive proposition and will take time if we want to go that way, which one day we might.  I just want to 
clarify it for the record.”  
 
Brown asked what was the relationship of the Tour of Homes. The Mayor said that the Tour of Homes was a fundraising 
event and the proceeds will go into the Pine Lake City Arts bank account where it will be split and earmarked for Lakefest 
Musician fees and for camp scholarship funds for needy children. 
 
Brown said that she think that all of the activities are beneficial and worth but wanted to reinerate that the name is a 
problem and is very misleading and that some private activities are named as though they are city events. 
The Mayor said that she see what Brown was referring to.  She also asked for assistance towards the end of the year 
about how to make the arts more recognizable and a formal part of the city. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Barbara Whitlow, 525 Pine Drive, said that she talked with the Mayor and the Chief regarding the response time of 
informing residents when incidents occur and asked if there was a plan of action for alerting the citizens.  Also she asked 
about the zoning questions that were not on the survey. 
Chief Green responded to the Mayor’s rule of thumb; that if you see helicopters to remain inside.  She also said that when 
they had gotten the wrap on the situation they reported to the Clerk of Court because she answers the phone and that 
unfortunately the time was extended.  Chief said that if there was a gas leak or something they will go door to door. 
Green also stated that the community was not in eminent danger and that they are working with limited resources. 
Ms. Whitlow said that it is important for the clerk to know as soon as possible because when one calls and the answer is 
they don’t know it makes the community feel unsafe.   
 
Elisabeth Shields, Resident, asked about the time line of rewriting the zoning code. 
 
Mayor deNobriga said that Mr. Johnston was very good in interpreting surveys and that the survey was created to gather 
citizens’ thoughts and comments. The Mayor also stated that there is a moratorium in place until September and that it 
may have to be extended. Caldwell stated that Mr. Johnston will have a time line for the residential portion. The Mayor 
interjected that the moratorium will end on September 9th and there will be required public hearings.  One public hearing 
will be on a week day to allow attendance for residents that work and the one at night.  
 
Christine Solcomb, Resident, inquired about the questions on the survey and will they be reflected in the rewriting of the 
zoning code.  
 
Mayor deNobriga said that Mr. Johnston was very good in interpreting surveys and that the survey was created to gather 
citizens’ thoughts and comments.  
L ’Erin Barnes, the newly appointed Solicitor introduced herself and thanked the Mayor and City Council for selecting her 
to serve Pine Lake.  Ms. Barnes said that she was looking forward to working for the city and she will present a job 
description to council.  
 
COUNCIL COMMENT 
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Chidi talked about body cameras in homes and said that it had been addressed in last legislation session although the 
Governor has not signed into law.  He also talked about Green Haven’s status of becoming a city in DeKalb County. 
The Mayor announced that the Action Agendas are posted on the city’s website the day after meetings for those that are 
unable to attend and the approved minutes are posted upon approval from council after meetings.  
 
Mayor deNobriga said that the Memorial Day Cookout will be midday on May 29th at the beach.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Stuckey moved to adjourn and seconded by Ehrlicher.  Approved 5-0 at 9:26 PM. 

  

 

 

________________________________ 

Missye Varner, Administrative Assistant  

 

 

Approved minutes are posted on the website at http://www.pinelakega.com/city-government/minutes/archive-minutes/ 


