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CITY OF PINE LAKE 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 28, 2015 
7:30 PM 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Kathie deNobriga at 7:30 p.m. Present were Mayor Pro-Tem 
Megan Pulsts, Council members Erika Brown, George Chidi and Lynn Ehrlicher. Council Member Mike 
Stuckey was absent. Also present were City Administrator Valerie Caldwell and Police Chief Sarai Y’hudah 
Green.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
There was not a flag present for the pledge.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMUNICATION 

 The Mayor announced that the Memorial Day Cook Out will be on May 25th at the Beach House. 

 Mayor deNobriga announced that the Town Hall Meeting will be held on May 7th at 7:00 PM in the 
Club House.  

 The Mayor announced that the 5th Annual Tour of Homes will be Sunday, May 3rd from 1-5 PM.  

 Mayor deNobriga communicated that she previously attended the Georgia Arts Work Meeting.   

 The Mayor communicated that the lakes third lake sampling will be next week and that she will be 
meeting with the Water Group on April 29th regarding Pine Lake’s water quality. 
 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA  
Mayor deNobriga added the Town Hall Meeting and electing an official city spokesperson to the agenda. 
Brown removed the 2015 Beach Rules from the Consent Agenda adding it to Old Business.  Pulsts moved to 
approve the adoption of the agenda, seconded by Ehrlicher. Approved 4-0. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Susan Clites, 431 Spruce Drive questioned the recent robberies at Family Dollar. Ms. Clites stated that she 
has concerns regarding a member of city council making comments on the air waves and asked how the 
comments originated regarding the Family Dollar incident.  She also inquired as to why the Mayor did not 
make a statement instead of the city council member. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

 Minutes of meetings held 04/13/15 

 Fee Schedule 
Ehrlicher moved to approve the consent agenda, seconded by Chidi. Approved 4-0.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

 2015 Beach Rules   
Bitsy Pitts, 4551 Dahlia Drive commented about the issue with available keys to the beach house.  She also 
stated that Russell Rockwell, Facilities Manager was doing a good job.  Ms. Pitts said that the city needs to 
have a plan for repairs and that leaving the beach house porch open will put the property at risk.   
 
David Brachman, 4588 Park Drive recommended that the screen doors remain locked unless the beach 
house is rented.  He also suggested installing a 4 x 4 shed for the residents to utilize for shade.  
 
Jean Bordeaux, 4631 Lakeshore Drive agreed not to open up the beach house porch and that it would be 
like asking for trouble.  She also recommended sun shades or umbrellas instead of keeping the screened 
porch open and available.  
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The Mayor stated that “Private Do No Enter” signs will be available for individuals to post while renting the 
facilities.  The back porch was the main topic of the beach rules. The Mayor instructed Public Works to install 
a sensor motion detector at the beach house. 
 
Brown moved that the 2015 Beach House Rules be amended to “Beach House Porch Off Limits”; however, 
the motion died. Mayor Pro-Tem Pulsts moved to remove the bullet regarding Beach House back porch from 
the beach house rules; seconded by Ehrlicher and approved 4-0. 

 

 Spruce Drive Drainage Issues 
Brown recused herself from this issue.  Mayor deNobriga presented three reports issued by Catherine Fox, 
Consultant. The flooding on Spruce Drive and obtaining funding for resolution of the problem was discussed. 
Stream bank failure was mentioned as a possible reason for flooding. The Mayor stated that DeKalb County 
review Spruce Drive and assist with a solution to manage with the drainage issues.  
 
Gaye Ann Geurin, 4648 Willow Drive, addressed her concern of the water health of the city. Ms. Geruin 
suggested that McAllister Park could be causing some of the flooding issues due to sediment buildup and 
recommended dredging. She also said that the water flow changes yearly and encouraged the city to acquire 
the needed permits and funding to correct the problem.  Geruin stated that the area could become a 
mosquito breeding ground and wanted to be clear of the city’s motivation and priority to correct the drainage 
problem.  
 
Laura Smith, 4649 Willow Drive said that she agreed with Ms. Geruin regarding the drainage problem and 
stated that it was destroying homes in the community.  
 
The Mayor said that she will re-open the drainage issue with the Water Consultant and DeKalb County.  
Mayor deNobriga also said that the permitting to resolve the problem is an estimated cost of $10,000.00 and 
that grant money is needed. She also stated that the city is obligated to handle storm water and needs to 
take holistic action.  
 
Application for Reduced Rental Fees 
Brown returned to meeting. After discussion Brown recommended to revisit the fees at the January 2016 
meeting; Pulsts moved to approve with attorney’s addition to the language and seconded by Chidi. Approved 
4-0. 

 
Discussion of Survey Results and Draft Time Line for Ordinance Changes 
Chidi reviewed the survey results of the ordinance changes as presented in the packet. Brown stated that it 
was very impractical regarding the lot coverage size that was noted in the survey.  A meeting will be 
scheduled for the week of May 4th to include the appropriate persons to meet with Bill Johnston, Zoning 
Consultant and Laurel Henderson, City Attorney to discuss the time line for completing the rewrite of Zoning 
Ordinance.  

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 Arbor Day Resolution  
Pulsts moved to dispense with the reading of the resolution and to approve, seconded by Ehrlicher and 
approved 4-0. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
Mayor deNobriga stated that the city would be selecting an official City Spokesperson. The city attorney will 
draft a policy and recommended the spokesperson be the Mayor, the Chief of Police or the City 
Administrator.   Mayor deNobriga stated that there will be a simple statement drafted for the media.  After a 
brief discussion regarding council members speaking on behalf of the city; Geruin stated that there was a 
lack of clarity of Chidi’s role and that it was of great concern to her. Brown asked Chidi if he would comply 
with the policy attorney drafted the policy would he abide by it. Chidi answered, “Yes as a council person.” 
Geruin recommended Chidi to resign if he could not adhere to the forthcoming policy. Chief stated that she 
advised the media that she would not be doing a press release of the occurrence at Family Dollar. The 
Mayor asked Chidi if he was clear on who makes the statements on behalf of the city. Pulsts said that the 
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response was out timely informing the citizens of the Family Dollar incident and that the response time had 
improved.  
 
Chief Green said that the monthly department report was in the packet. She also said that a reserve officer 
was covering while an officer was out on administrative leave pending the investigation of the Family Dollar 
incident.  Chief Green also said that she is looking at two persons with experience for the part time police 
officer position and that the final selection will be soon.  Green stated that she, Mayor deNobriga and Brown 
previously attended a meeting whereas the topic was Body and Car Cameras.  The Mayor requested the 
Chief to assemble a monitoring plan for the Beach House as it will open on May 1st.  
 
Ehrlicher suggested a Coffee Meet and Greet for Business Associates to meet the officers and other 
business owners. Green said that she is working on an event and will keep all posted.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

The Mayor announced that the Town Hall Meeting will be on May 7th at 7:30 pm in the Clubhouse. Mayor 
Pro-Tem Pulsts will moderate the meeting as the Mayor will not be present. The topic will be the zoning code 
survey results. 
 
Bitsy Pitts said that she was confused and questioned about the Department of Arts and Culture and the City 
Arts. She also asked who was accountable for Pine Lake City Arts (PLCA).  The Mayor provided clarification 
by stating that there has been discussion lately regarding the confusion.  She said that there is a legal entity 
called Pine Lake City Arts, Inc. and it is the umbrella for Lakefest and EcoArts Camp.  Mayor deNobriga said 
that Pine Lake City Arts, Inc was separate from the City of Pine Lake. She also stated that Pine Lake Lounge 
was not a part of PLCA.  Ms. Pitts stated that she thought that the city was losing funds with PLCA being a 
corporation. Mayor deNobriga said that at there are strategies that need to be clarified. The Mayor stated 
that PLCA was non-profit and that the mission is to support the arts of the community. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENT 

The Mayor announced that the beach will open on May 1st and that there will be weekly water sample 
testing.  She also said that signs will be posted at the beach/lake area with test dates and results and that 
the city attorney will provide language for swimming at your own risk. 
 
Missye Varner, Administrative Assistant announced that she will be taking medical leave of absence 
beginning May 11th and continuing for approximate two months.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 

Pulsts made a motion to adjourn and seconded from Chidi.  This motion was unanimously approved at 9:48 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 

Missye Varner, Administrative Assistant  

 
Approved minutes are posted on the website at http://www.pinelakega.com/city-government/minutes/archive-
minutes/ 


