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CITY OF PINE LAKE 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 11, 2016 

7:30 PM 

 
 Call to Order  

Mayor Melanie Hammet called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m. Present were Council members Jean Bordeaux, Erika 
Brown, George Chidi, Tonja Holder and Megan Pulsts.  Also present were City Attorney Laurel Henderson, Police Chief 
Sarai Y’hudah Green and City Administrator Valerie Caldwell. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Announcements 

There were not any at this time. 
  
Recognition of Service of ARB Members 

This item was moved to old business section. 
 
Adoption of Agenda 

Chidi requested to add the discussion of body cameras to the agenda.  Mayor stated that this item would be on the April 
26th work session agenda. 
 
Pulsts motioned to adopt the agenda and seconded by Bordeaux. Approved 4-1 with Chidi abstaining.  
 
Public Comments 

Keri Loomis 479 Clubhouse Drive stated that she had five suggestions for the city.  Her first suggestion was regarding 
the police equipment. She stated that she made the mistake of running an errand while her son was asleep and came 
home to the police at her home, an ambulance and that she got arrested. Loomis said that her son was placed in foster 
care for four days and that he had suffered bad self injury. Loomis stated that if the Police Department had breathalyzers 
that this might not have occurred.  She said that this is a big money maker and that if the police department had 
breathalyzers she might not have spent the night in jail. Loomis stated that there was no signs of alcohol or drugs in 
her system and that the police arrested her because she was upset.  Loomis suggested that before the city purchase 
body cameras to think about purchasing the breathalyzers. 
 
Loomis’ suggestion #2 was the beach and she stated that it is a hard place to be if you are retarded or black.  She said 
that if you have a child with problems that there is a beach manager that will call the police at the drop of a hat and that 
they are tired of it. She asked for mayor and council to let people know if the beach was private or public.  
 
For Suggestion #3 Loomis said that for three years she has seen blacks and retarded kids getting harassed at the 
beach for being minorities. She addressed the bathroom issues and stated that the bathrooms at the beach were closed 
to residents. 
 
Recognition of Service of ARB Members 

Mayor Hammet turned this item over to Bordeaux. Council member Bordeaux stated that ARB was established in 2007 
and did a lot in response to things that were allowed within the Residential Code and development. She said that there 
were a total of fourteen persons on the board over the years which included liaisons from council.   
 
The following individuals received certifications of appreciation: 

 Charlie Donovan-Member, Tim Neeland-Member, Kim Larsen-Chair, Megan Pulsts-Council Liaison, Melanie 
Hammet-Council Liaison, Erika Brown-Member and Jean Bordeaux-Chair 
  

 The names of individuals that served and were not present were:  

 Elisabeth Shields-Council Liaison, Sharon Day-Chair, Talani Casariego-Chair 
  
 Members: 

 Sandy Larson, Chris Rosenbluth, Cherie Bennett, Jonny Coe, David Brachman, Shannon Croft, Jan 
Chistianson, Kathy Jernigan and Art Hagar 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Meeting Minutes held 3/14/2016 and 3/29/2016 

The Consent Agenda was unanimously approved upon motion by Brown and seconded by Holder.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 

 Review of City Website  



 

2 
4.11.2016 City Council Meeting Minutes 

The Mayor stated that the city website and other city website have been visited.  Holder suggested considering Pine 
Lake’s image as it appears to the outside world on their website. 
Brown stated that she spends a lot of time on Avondale Estates website and that they utilize constant contact for the 
city’s newsletters. Their site also allow for paying citations on line and has links to local businesses, maps and a 
business directory. Chidi said that he visited Lithonia that has a blank slab of information that is useful. The website 
reflects how all of the town center is integrated with the city digitally. Chidi stated that the site is user friendly and that 
the calendars are also integrated as community information. He talked about the degree of transparency that the city 
may not be willing to accept on a website.  
 
Bordeaux stated that she looked at several websites and that while she and Holder was at training in Athens she found 
out that GMA has a service called I.T. in a box and websites services.  She called and was informed her that I.T. in a 
box was everything.  The representative stated that when a city sign up they do all of the things which include I.T. and 
the website design. GMA also provide 24-7 help desk, email, data storage, and a host of other things. This would be a 
month to month service without a contractual commitment with the base price being from $472 per month.  Bordeaux 
said the item would need to be placed in the 2017 budget if it were to occur.  Holder suggested exploring more into the 
services from GMA.  
 
The Mayor stated that it was great to have the concerns of the city website and to remember the size of the city staff.  
She also said that how we present on the internet is important as the city moves forward for commercial development 
and that the spending must be looked at for the next 48 months and that it is very important to prioritize. Mayor Hammet 
requested council to provide Greg Creech with bios for the current website. She recommended that a council member 
take the website and get a small resident sub-committee to run with this.  Holder stated that she would prepare a RFP 
for a future work session. The Mayor also asked for a current photo of the Beach House for the website.  
 
Approval of Executive Session Minutes of 3/14/2016 

Brown motioned to approve the minutes and seconded by Chidi. Approved 4-0 with no vote from Pulsts.  
 
Consideration of Beach and Lake 

o The date to open lake 

The lake will be open in May on weekends only until Memorial Day. Susan Hurley a public health expert shared 
thoughts of how to redesign signage at the beach/lake area. She said that the signs needs to be clear and 
show lake quotes and levels. Hurley also talked about Georgia Adopt a Stream and said that they will come 
out to train people and to bring Georgia Adopt a Stream and the city together for a meeting.  

o 2016 Park and Beach Rules 

This item it was postponed until the April 26th Work Session.  
 

o Additional Personnel  

Bordeaux motioned to instruct Caldwell to advertise for the Beach Monitor position for 26 hours per week and 
seconded by Brown. The Mayor said that the beach monitor will wear a designated tee shirt, have an umbrella 
and chair station that will make it easy for identification.  Approved 5-0 
 

o Restroom Facilities  

Chidi asked what would be a permanent solution to the restroom situation and Pulsts replied that it would be 
to build another restroom at the beach house for the public. Brown said that having the restroom open last 
year lead to vandalism and that it interferes with renting of the facilities. Henderson stated that if there is a 
public recreation facility it cannot be closed to city residents and that non-residents have the right to utilize the 
restrooms. Holder stated that the city has to give some options as it relates to this and that there needs to be 
a solution especially if there is a private event at the beach house. Holder motioned to approve use of a port-
a-john at a location to be determined and not to be placed in front of the beach house and seconded by 
Bordeaux.  The motion was approved 4-1 with Brown voting in opposition.  

 
Public Comments 

Feliz Durmas 457 Ridge Drive made a comment about the porta potty and recommended turning one of the bathrooms 
in the beach house to a public restroom.  Durmas also stated that the website design should be open to the residents. 
She said that there should be a process as it relates to code offenders.  Durmas recommended being mindful of the 
West Nile and Zika Virus as it relates to standing water and mosquitoes.  
 
Stephanie Spiller 606 Iris Road commented that if the signage will be change for bacterial levels with graphics to include 
to actual numbers. Spiller also said that Loradona Jenkins spent a lot of time cleaning out algae and other stuff out of 
the lake as well as removing the goose poop. She also recommended changing the porta potty often and that it has 
hand sanitizer. Ms. Spiller talked about having a beach manager and having the ability to sell concessions at the beach. 
 
Keri Loomis thanked mayor and council for their goals for the city. She commented that last year was horrible when 
they removed the porta putty.  She stated that Lora Dona Jenkins does a great job at the beach; however, she is not 
certified to monitor or life guard the children and people at the lake. Loomis also recommended hiring someone else 
for the Beach Monitor position. Loomis said that she went to Don Carter Park which is a new state park and they have 
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signage in three languages that says swim at your own risk and recommended an undercover life guard because of 
the large number of swimmers on the weekend.  
 
Loomis also gave a revisit of her situation with the police department and stated that the Police Chief had lied to her.  
 
Mayor and Council Comments 

Chidi stated that the city is an interesting and beautiful town and that he has lived here since 2007 and has served two 
stints as a City Councilman.  Chidi said that there is strong likelihood that he will be resigning his council seat next 
week and running for the office of DeKalb County Commissioner District 7 for the seat vacated by Stan Watson to run 
for Tax Commissioner. He thanked the residents, Mayor Hammet and City Council for the opportunity to serve. 
 
Mayor Hammet commented that a lot is has been going on with the city. Hammet also stated that she is sorry that 
Resident Loomis has just left and that she just accused the Chief of Police of lying to her and that in fact it did not 
happen because the gray haired woman that she spoke of was her.  Hammet stated that she was on her way to a 
council meeting as a resident on a dark and stormy night and that Loomis’ front door was standing open and it caused 
her concern for her personal safety.  The Mayor said that she did not know whether her son was at home or not and 
that she was just concerned because she knows that she is a woman living alone if your son is not at home.  Mayor 
Hammet said that she flagged down an officer and asked him to check on you and that for a long time she was a woman 
that lived alone in the City of Pine Lake and that if her door was standing open on a dark night that she would hope a 
neighbor or Loomis would call the police and ask them to check on her. The Mayor stated that she was coming to a 
council meeting whereas the Chief was already there and she asked her also to check and make sure that Loomis was 
alright. Hammet said that the Chief and the officer were not doing anything but caring for her safety so the gray haired 
lady which was the Mayor was only hoping that she was alright. Mayor Hammet also stated that she was sorry that 
Loomis was not there at the meeting at that time to understand and hear directly from her what happened in the 
community transaction on that dark and stormy night and that she wanted this to be part of the public record.  
 
Adjournment  

Pulsts moved to adjourn at 9:19 p.m.; seconded by Pulsts. 5-0. 
 
 

 

____________________________________ 

Missye Varner, Administrative Assistant   

 

 

 
Approved minutes are posted on the website at http://www.pinelakega.com/city-government/minutes/archive-minutes/ 
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