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CITY OF PINE LAKE 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 28, 2016 
7:30 PM 

 

 

Call to order  
Mayor Melanie Hammet called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Present were Mayor Pro Tem Megan 
Pulsts, Council Members Jean Bordeaux, Erika Brown and Tonja Holder.  Also present City Attorney 
Laurel Henderson, City Administrator Valerie Caldwell and Chief of Police Sarai Y’Hudah Green.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance 

Announcements/Communication 
The Mayor announced that resident Susan Lightcap was awarded the first Map Makers Grant. Judging 
the competition were three non-resident judges specializing in the field of hand crafts.   Hammet 
congratulated Lightcap and also thanked the business community for their support of the micro grant.  
 
Bordeaux announced that David Mims, CEO of Sufficity who works with GMA’s IT In A Box, will be 
attending the July 28th Work Session to discuss new website development.  
 
Resolution Designating July 1st as Juanita Towns Day in Pine Lake 
Pulsts read the resolution honoring the life and contributions of Juanita Towns. She thanked Kathie 
deNobriga, Bordeaux, members of PLAIN and others for their contribution. The resolution was approved 
4-0. 
 
Adoption of Agenda 
Brown requested to add the beach update to the agenda.  Brown moved to adopt the amended agenda; 
seconded by Holder. Approved 4-0. 
 
Public Comments 
There were not any at this time.  
 
The Mayor stated that Ms. Towns’ desire is to have the SPLOST initiative on the November 8, 2016.  
 
Adoption of Resolution Establishing 2016 Millage Rate 
Pulsts moved to adopt the resolution, seconded by Bordeaux followed by discussion.  
 
Hammet said that the first six months of 2016 the leadership has worked towards changing the fiscal 
profile of the city as following: 

 Greatly increased activity in facility rentals and revenue 

 Establishing a Municipal Arts Panel 

 Establishing a Film Committee for generating a revenue stream 

 Hiring Christopher Jones as Economic Development Consultant 

 Successful meeting with DeKalb County Chamber of Commerce, Georgia Power the Economic 
Development Group and other organizations on putting the city in motion 
 

There being no further discussion, the adoption of the resolution was approved 4-0. 
 
Consideration of Resolution for SPLOST and E-HOST 
The Mayor stated that they will not move forward on the resolution tonight due to the following factors: 
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1. Monies are calculated on the per capita basis.  Currently there are two options for population 
figures and cities must decide which of the tow will be utilized.  Mayor Hammet opined Pine Lake 
is a small city either option would not have an appreciable impact 

2. There is a project list that Caldwell is working on and getting the numbers that is not completed  
3. There are details of the Intergovernmental Agreement between DeKalb County and its 

municipalities which must be agreed upon.  All parties are currently working toward resolution 
 
The resolution is due on July 12, 2016 that will provide the Board of Commissions with the municipalities’ 
agreement for placement of SPLOST AND E-HOST on the ballot.  
 
Beach Update  
Mayor Hammet stated that resident Nick Margiasso will obtain an Occupational Tax Certificate to open a 
concession stand at the beach in mid-July. He will be selling water, drinks and packaged foods.  Hammet 
also said that she had a long conversation with a resident about behavior on the beach.  She also stated 
that the beach monitors are doing a good job.  
 
Holder stated that there have been middle school boys being rowdy but not intimidated enough to leave. 
Also, she said when she is at the beach there are no problems. Holder said that there is good police 
presence within the beach area from time to time.  
 
Brown stated that the beach monitors must have beach visitors sign rules acknowledge form, receive the 
rules and given a blue wrist band. Persons under twelve will be signed in by an adult.  
 
Pulsts recommended posting additional signage regarding the beach times. There will be additional 
beach signs posted with open and closing times.  There currently are beach monitor signs being placed 
on the beach when the monitors are present. 
 
Susan Lightcap asked who the beach monitors were and stated that she will put information in PLAIN 
Talk introducing them to the community.  
 
Chief stated that there will be extra patrols on duty at the beach on July 4th.  
 
Consideration of Resolution for July 4th 

Pulsts read the resolution followed which was followed by discussion of open containers for everyone 
visiting the beach.  
This resolution was defeated YAYS: Pulsts  
NAYS: Bordeaux, Brown and Holder, citing safety concerns. 
 
Mayor’s Comments 
Hammet stated that tonight was Brown’s last council meeting and that she has served on the Finance 
Committee during the city’s critical years. She also said that Brown was a founding member of the 
Architectural Review Board (ARB), and on council and has brought many qualities to contribute to the 
quality of life to the community.  The Mayor also said that working with her has been one of her great 
working pleasures of her life.  Mayor Hammet thanked Brown and presented her with a beautiful Italian 
fountain pen as a token of her appreciation. 
 
Brown stated regretfully that she is resigning to care for her ill mother and in mid-July will be moving out 
of Pine Lake where she has lived for 11 years.  She also stated that she has been honored to serve on 
council and offered to pay a portion of the special election that will be held in November 2016. Brown 
said that she will continue to serve the city where eligible and will continue to work on the commercial 
zoning component of the ordinance.  
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Public Comments 
Daniel Edwards 492 Spruce Drive thanked Brown for her service to the community.  He also talked about 
the one way on Spruce Drive and requested more signage to impede the speeding. 
 

Greg Creech 459 Spruce Drive thanked Brown for her service to the city.  He also thanked Pulsts for her 
service and efforts with the Consideration of Resolution for July 4th. Creech then thanked Chief Green 
and the Police Department for their service and requested posting the time of opening and closing of the 
beach. 
 
Council Comments 

Pulsts thanked Mr. Edwards for the demolition of the dwelling on Spruce Drive. She also said that 
residents Kathy deNobriga and Alice Teeter were getting two signs made for the beach regarding closing 
time and a more comprehensive sign for bacterial levels. Pulsts thanked Brown for her service to the 
community. 
 
Bordeaux thanked Brown for her service to the city and that she will be missed. She also thanked Brown 
for her assistance and advice given while on ARB and for encouraging her to run for council. 
 
Holder said that it took her two years to run for council and that Brown was a knowledgeable and 
reasonable person and that she valued Brown. 
 
Hammet stated that council will consist of three members until the November election and that there will 
be two open council seats. The Mayor stated that the city is moving forward rapidly because the county 
is changing rapidly and that tough decisions will be made with thought and care. 
 
Adjournment 
Brown moved to adjourn at 8:39 p.m. and seconded by Bordeaux. 4-0. 
 

____________________________ 

Missye Varner, Administrative Assistant  


