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CITY OF PINE LAKE 
                                            CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

JULY 11, 2016 
7:30 PM 

 

Call to order  
Mayor Melanie Hammet called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Present were Mayor Pro Tem Megan 
Pulsts, Council Members Jean Bordeaux and Tonja Holder.  Also present was City Attorney Laurel 
Henderson, City Administrator Valerie Caldwell and Chief of Police Saria Y’Hudah Green. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Announcements/Communication 

 Hammet announced that the she and Council, part of the Economic Development work group went 
to the Georgia Power Resource Center for a meeting and explored available resources to the cities 
commercial district at no charge.  She thanked Christopher Jones, Economic Development 
Consultant for arranging the meeting. 

 Mayor communicated that the July 1st situation between two residents and a Police Officer and that 
Chief Green was alerted within the hour and that an investigation began the following day. The 
Mayor stated that Pine Lake’s elected officials take the matter very seriously. She stated that Chief 
Green would be making the statement and requested to add this item to the agenda. 

 Hammet announced that DeKalb has made a decision to purchase body cameras for their Police 
Department. The Chief will make a statement on this item. 

 
Adoption of Agenda  
Bordeaux move to amend the agenda by adding Chief Green giving an update of the purchase of body 
cameras; seconded by Pulsts and approved 3-0.  Pulsts moved to adopt the agenda as amended and 
seconded by Holder.  Approved 3-0. 
 
Public Comments  
George Chidi 4625 Pine Drive commented about the body cameras addition to the agenda and stated that 
he will comment later in the second public comments.  
 
Bill Floyd – Annexation Discussion  
Floyd gave an introduction and career history of himself.  He also spoke on how he could assist the city with 
commercial annexation. He stated that data, research and a plan would be needed.  Floyd talked about the 
tax digest and revenue generation of commercial development and looking at additional sources of revenue.  
He also said that at the meeting on July 27th DeKalb Municipal Association is asking cities to draw a line on 
maps to determine areas of conflict.  Floyd walked the meeting through the process of land locking in the 
event that Green Haven becomes a city surrounding Pine Lake.   
 
Mayor Hammet said that there needs to be stair steps for a plan for commercial district changes and the 
district becoming more attractive. Holder commented that she is comfortable with drawing a circle on the 
map that the association is requesting but her preference before legislature session begin in 2017 is  having 
data and research ready. The Mayor stated that she attended a meeting at Steve Henson’s office and a 
Census Map was provided that showed the Census blocks that are used for annexation. Holder asked for a 
time frame for annexation and said that public meetings, discussion and input would be needed. Bordeaux 
said that research information and data needs to be provided for the residents regarding any annexation 
consideration. 
 
Consideration of Resolution for SPLOST and E-HOST 
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 Consideration of Project List 
Pulsts moved to approve the resolution and project list seconded by Holder. There was discussion on how  
SPLOST and E-HOST would benefit the city and what the funding could be used for.  Also there was 
discussion of the SPLOST project list provided by Henderson and a copy is included in the minute book.  
She stated that both SPLOSTS and E-HOST must be on the ballot and both must past in the November 8, 
2016 election.  The DeKalb County Board of Commissions will vote for them being the ballot at their 
meeting on July 17th.  Henderson stated that if voted on there will be a one cent tax increase countywide on 
both.  The resolution passed 3-0. 
 
Approval of Minutes of Meeting held 06/13/16; 06/28/16 and Public Hearing held 06/28/16 
Pulsts moved to approve the amended minutes; seconded by Holder and was approved 3-0. 
 
Approval of Minutes of Executive Session held 6/13/16 
Caldwell requested to remove from the agenda. 
 
Communication 
Chief Green gave an update as to why she had to leave the meeting during the storm.  She stated that 
there was a tree and large limb down at Spring Street but more importantly there was a live power wire 
down and the street had to be blocked. There was debris and a down power wire at Dogwood Drive. Chief 
said that there was a lot of power outage throughout the city due to the storm and that there were not any 
injuries. 
 
The Mayor stated that on July 1st there was an interaction on the beach between two residents, the beach 
monitor and a Pine Lake Police officer. Hammet said that Chief Green was alerted of the situation within the 
hour and that an active investigation began the next day.  Green stated that the stage of the investigation is 
in the preliminary state and that statements were being collected.  She said that a time line of events was 
being created and that she has met with the officer and beach monitor and that recommendations would be 
made. 
 
Mayor Hammet talked about the purchase of body cameras and stated that last week DeKalb County 
announced that are in the process of purchasing body cameras.  
 
Chief Green Update on Body Cameras 
Chief stated provided a camera system update beginning with the origination of interest in 2000-2016.  The 
body cameras that will be provided will be at no cost to the city. She said that there has been technological 
challenges within the department.  She also said that her intent was to be a good steward with the use of 
the citizen money.  She said that in 2015 council officially allocated monies to be used for a he purchase of 
body cams.   
 
Green also talked about the storage of the data from the cameras which will be on an internet cloud through 
Utility/Storage-Online. Bordeaux asked if the cam could be placed on the officer’s vest and she replied yes.  
Chief said that the time line for obtaining the vest was 90-120 days going live and that it could possibly 
happen by Lakefest in the first week of October.  She also stated that the cost of the body cameras and 
storage will come from funding and will be free to the city.  This funding does not go for dash cameras. 
 
Holder inquired about the policy and stated there was a draft policy that needed to be revisited. Attorney 
Henderson will review both DeKalb’s and the city drafted policy. 
 
Hammet said that the data goes into a capture system software and the data can be loaded in the current 
vehicles computer. She said that the cameras at DeKalb would be activated upon many options, i.e., when 
the siren goes off, etc. 
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Public Comments 
Charlene Welch, 4660 Orchid Drive thanked Chief Green for the work on obtaining body cameras.  She also 
thanked the Police Officers for their work as she lives in comfort.  Welch expressed her gratitude, love and 
support of the Chief and the police officers to the city. 
 
George Chidi commented about his concern of annexation and said that it does not have to be negative.  
He said that body cameras are very important to him and that the policy has to be precise.  He stated that 
he was disappointed to how long that it has taken.  Chidi talked about the value that is placed on police 
officers and reaffirmed his love for the city.   
 
Wendy Martinez 454 Oak Road commented that she was at the lake at the time of the July 1st incident and 
that a lot of the information posted on Facebook, a social media outlet was not true.  She said Officer John 
Reid was doing his job and that she was the one that informed Beach Monitor Briana Rentz that a baby was 
in the beach without a swim diaper. Rentz requested Luba Katz, mother of the child a resident of Pine Lake 
to remove the baby from the water. Martinez stated that she heard Rentz inform Ms. Katz that she was a 
beach monitor that works for the city and that Reid requested the mother to remove the baby from the 
water.   
 
Ms. Martinez said that the mother was playing on her phone and that Reid asked her to remove the child 
again and at that time a man name David  jumped up and started running his mouth and would not listen.  
Reid asked the man to back up so he could talk to him and three times; Officer Reid informed David that if 
he would not listen he would take him to the car which is what Reid did.  
 
Council Comments 
Holder thanked Ms. Martinez for her comment.  She also asked Chief when the investigation would be 
completed and if by July 28th.  Chief stated that she would keep them abreast of the progress. 
 
Bordeaux said that there is a problem especially at the beach and recommended a dialogue about race 
because a lot of people come to the beach.  She also suggested inviting the beach goers to the next town 
hall meeting. 
 
Holder said she knows that the expectation is that our police will abide by the highest professional 
standards.  She said it was too bad that we did not have body cameras when the incident at the beach 
occurred, but she was glad to know that they would be implemented shortly.  

Mayor Comment 

Hammet said that information on the incident of July 1st is being referred to Chief and that a number of 
residents came to her and rushed to judgement on based on the information on Facebook with dismay.  
She stated that the premise has been stacked based on what occurred on the beach with a leaning tower of 
misinformation.  The Mayor also said that there were many sides and that many of the residents have been 
sadden. 
 
Adjournment 
Pulsts moved to adjourn at 9:08 p.m.; seconded by Bordeaux and approved 3-0. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Missye Varner, Administration Assistant 


