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CITY OF PINE LAKE 
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

JULY 26, 2016 
7:30 PM 

 
Call to order 
Mayor Melanie Hammet called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. Present were Mayor Pro Tem Megan 
Pulsts, Council members Jean Bordeaux and Tonja Holder.  Also present was City Administrator Laurel 
Henderson, City Administrator Valerie Caldwell. Chief Sarai Y’Hudah Green was not present as she was in 
training. 
 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Announcements/Communication 
Pulsts announced that Council and the Steering Committee would meet on July 28th at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Clubhouse. Topic of discussion will be the Comprehensive Plan draft.  
 
Bordeaux announced that on July 27th the DeKalb County Chamber of Commerce would host a Breakfast 
Meeting Meet & Greet at 8:00 and at 12:00 a New Members Drive Lunch Meeting at the beach house. The 
meeting will highlight what Pine Lake has to offer.  The city is a new member with the chamber. 
 

Adoption of Agenda  
Mayor Hammet requested that items 10,11 and 12 be removed from the agenda and placed on the August 
30th Work Session agenda. Holder moved to adopt the agenda; seconded by Bordeaux and approved 3-0. 
 
Public Comments 
Karen Bernheimer 495 Clubhouse Drive inquired about SPLOST.  Hammet stated that the Board of 
Commissioners voted no and that it did not pass. 
 
Keri Loomis 479 Clubhouse Drive thanked for the care of the lake and wetlands and asked for placement of 
additional trashcans. She thanked mayor and council for lowering the millage rate.  Loomis said that with all 
of the rentals there are large crowds and excessive parking and that the crowded beach could cause impact 
to the environment and that the beach is a touchy hot spot and that the taxpayers should be able to enjoy it. 
She said police intimidation at the beach was wrong. 
 
Andres Burma resident made a comment about the incident that occurred on July 1ston the beach. He said 
that was there and he noticed a police car and felt uncomfortable so he and his guest packed and left.  He 
stated that Officer John Reid harassed the resident of the baby that was not wearing a diaper under the 
bathing suit while in the beach.  Burma stated that a man name David a psychiatrist was at the beach at the 
time of the incident and that he took a picture of the officer and said that he was looking weird and said that 
Officer Reid appeared to be on drugs and alcohol. Burma also said that he was surprised that the officer still 
had a job and that it sounds like a civil rights case. He said that the  
 
Dennis Roth, Forrest Road talked about police interaction with residents on the beach.  Roth said that on 
Memorial Day he was on the beach taking photos and was approached by Officer Palms.  Palms stated that 
there was a complaint of a man taking photos of children. Rotch said that he informed Palms it was not 
against the law and that he should have told the person making the report.  He said that he was 
embarrassed to be singled out as he did nothing wrong and that the officers should not approach citizens 
unless they are breaking the law.  
 
Luba Katz 4663 Forrest Road stated that she had not gotten any response or comment regarding the 
incident at the beach with Officer Reid.  She said that Briana Rentz, Beach Monitor had strong comments 
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and rudeness and there is unkindness shown.  Katz said that the police shine their car lights in people faces 
at night and that it has occurred twice with her children. 
 
Keri Loomis continued her comments and stated that the continuing situation at the beach is not the fault of 
police over everything. She said that the police sit in with blue lights flashing. She said that beach monitor 
could inform beach attendees when the beach is closing and not the police.  Loomis said their needs to be a 
system for the level of urgency.  
 
Dennis Rotch commented that the police officers park on Rockbridge Road to facilitate the issuance of 
tickets and this was not allowed because they are straddling the street and sidewalk thus are breaking the 
law. 
 
Presentation by Dave Mims of IT in a Box 
Mr. Mims, IT in a Box in affiliation with Georgia Municipal Association provided a comprehensive 
presentation and handed out material for website design. He stated that IT in a Box is a website company 
that specify in tailoring website needs for cities.  There was discussion and interest on the product that 
included pricing, management and an array of other services of the proposed website.  No action was taken 
on this item and it will be re-visited at an upcoming meeting. 
 
Annexation Map 
Hammet provided annexation maps and there was discussion on this item.  The Mayor spoke on areas 
within the city on the map that was in consideration for annexation.  Mayor Hammet and Mayor Pro Tem 
Pulsts will be attending a meeting on July 27th with various cities within DeKalb County to discuss the 
surrounding areas of the map that Green Haven is interested in annexing. 
 
Pulsts said that the map is not the official map of Pine Lake’s annexation for the future planning and studying 
areas of interest. 
 
Excess Noise at Public Facilities 
Hammet stated that Saturday’s especially are noisy around the lake/beach and particularly the beach house 
and that more people are renting the facilities.  The police had been notified several times on un-necessary 
noise with one at 6:00 p.m. and that it was not coisher. The Mayor said that this affects the renters and 
residents also, and that she is working on a solution. She said it is complicated especially as it relates to the 
noise ordinance that ends excess noises at 11:00 p.m. 
 
Mayor Hammet had a consultation with a noise expert and he recommended placing a decibel meter in the 
beach house to measure noise level. Holder recommended changing the ordinance from 11:00 p.m. to 10:00 
p.m. Pulsts talked about decibel levels and their effects. After discussion, the Mayor directed administration 
to purchase a decibel meter. There was talk of having an off duty security for parking and noise control.   
 
Recommendation to add No Eating on Beach to the Park and Beach Rules 

Consideration of Street Closing Policy 
This item was removed from the agenda and placed on the August 30th Work Session agenda. 
 
Consideration of Policy for Free Use of Public Space 
This item was removed from the agenda and placed on the August 30th Work Session agenda. 
Consideration of Amendment of Policy regarding review of Advertising 
This item was removed from the agenda and placed on the August 30th Work Session agenda. 
 
Lease/Purchase of Copy Machines 
This item was placed on the August 8th Council Meeting Consent Agenda for the vote. 
 
Resolution Authorizing Lease of Dump Truck 
This item was placed on the August 8th Council Meeting Consent Agenda for the vote. 
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Public Comments 
Keri Loomis, Resident stated the renters at the Clubhouse did not pose a noise problem and that she is glad 
for the rentals.  She also said that officers flash their blue lights for no reason at the closing of the 
beach/lake. Loomis asked council not to create a food rule to the existing beach policy. 
 
Amy Colbert, Resident asked questions about IT in a Box which was clarified by Bordeaux.  She suggested 
adding curtains in the beach house to help absorb sound. Clobert also said that the beach/lake rules are not 
on the website and that citations should not be given.  
Luba Katz, Resident requested for an information timeline of the July 1st in writing when the verdict is given.  
She also talked about the noise level at the playground. 
 
Andre, Resident commented that the July 1st serious and that he is looking forward to hearing from council 
on the matter.  He said that Chief Green has not contacted witness David and that it had been three weeks 
past.  He said that a new website was a good idea and recommended having longer hours for the 
playground during the summer. Mr. Andre also stated that having the noise monitor was a good idea and that 
it would be a bad idea to add no eating on the beach. 
 

Mayor Comments 
Hammet commented that having some of the rules are to keep the lake and beach from contamination with 
the risk of closing.   
 
Council Comments 
Holder stated that she appreciated the residents for commenting on the city’s policing and that the police 
officers are held to the highest professional standard. She also said that resident comments are important 
and informed Ms. Katz that the July 1st incident was still under investigation and that a report will be given at 
the August 8th Council Meeting. 
 
Adjournment 
Pulsts moved to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Bordeaux at 9:19 pm and approved 3-0. 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Missye Varner, Administrative Assistant 
 
 
 


