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9.27.2016 City Council Work Session Minutes 

CITY OF PINE LAKE 
CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2016 
7:30 PM 

 
Call to order 
Mayor Melanie Hammet called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m.  Present were Mayor Pro Tem 
Megan Pulsts, Council members Jean Bordeaux, Augusta Woods and Tonja Holder.  Also present 
City Attorney Laurel Henderson and City Administrator Valerie Caldwell.  Council member Brandy Hall 
and Chief of Police Sarai Y’Hudah Green were not present. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 

Announcements/Communication 

 Mayor Hammet announced that Council member Hall gave birth to a healthy 8 lb. 8 oz. baby 
girl on September 18th and that mother and baby Zephyr Dove are doing well. 

 Hammet thanked Woods, Pulsts and Bordeaux for attending the DeKalb Municipal Association 
dinner meeting last week and that the topic was Transit/MARTA.  

 Woods communicated that she has been working on the algae problem and that the sun is 
getting deep into the lake making the algae grow from the bottom up due to the depth of the 
lake. She also stated that the Southern & Horse Hair algae helps to keep the lake clear.  
Woods stated that Robbie Bowing of Georgia Pond and has recommended putting carp fish or 
lime in the 10.70-acre lake to help control the algae. Woods will report back with additional 
information on this matter. 

 Hammet communicated that Diane Durant had an analysis performed at the Club House and 
Beach House regarding the noise levels by an acoustical engineer.  The engineer will prepare 
a report for the cost of noise controls for the facilities. 

 The Mayor communicated that the Town Hall Meeting was a great success and that Chief 
Green and DeKalb County Code Enforcement did a great job addressing the code 
enforcement topics and that the meeting was well attended.  

 Bordeaux communicated that she met with Jennifer Findley, Court Clerk regarding their needs, 
the storage of records electronically and the transition to IT in A Box the city’s new website 
and technology company.  She also recommended that court have one of the two seats 
available in the package and that the City Administrator has the other seat. 

 Pulsts announced that Lake Fest 2016 will be held on October 1-2 and that Lakeshore Drive 
will be closed most of the weekend and that Spruce, Hemlock and Spring Street will be 
available for ingress and egress.  

 
Adoption of Agenda  
Mayor Hammet requested to amend the agenda by adding discussion of the lake closing. Pulsts 
moved to adopt the agenda; seconded by Holder and approved 4-0. 
 
Public Comments 
There were not any at this time.  
 
Lyndsay Sweeney a memorial proposal for Matt Johnson  
Sweeney proposed to install a musical chime on the lake grounds or playground in memory of 
resident Johnson passed suddenly.  He was a gifted musician, mentor and passionate music teacher 
to many of the community children. There was discussion regarding the memorial and she and Holder 
will work together on this matter and report back at a future meeting. Sweeney stated that the music 
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chime could be enjoyed by both children and adults and that it would be maintenance free. A 
scholarship will be established in his honor. 
Report from City Solicitor – L’Erin Barnes  
Barnes introduced herself and stated that she was a city attorney for several cities in Clayton County, 
Stone Mountain and previously had a judgeship. Barnes gave a thorough report on the system and 
matters of the court, answered questions.  The solicitor requested the purchase of a laptop and printer 
for court sessions to streamline the process.  
 
Solicitor Barnes said that most of the court cases are traffic, undocumented cases and a small 
percentage were code enforcement and erosion and sedimentation cases.  She informed mayor and 
council that the process and logistics had greatly improved since the employment of Jennifer Findley, 
Court Clerk.   
 
Findley provided information and a report regarding city court matters and how process works. She 
also requested the installation of hard wiring for internet.  Currently Wi Fi is available but hard wiring 
would more dependable in the court than Wi-Fi. Findley stated that with better technology people 
attending court would be in and out as quickly and that this was important.  
 
Pulsts applauded Barnes for her work and efforts and for working Chief Green and the officers. Mayor 
Pro Tem also requested the solicitor provide a report twice per year.  Barnes recommended additional 
training for the officers as it relates to court protocol. The solicitor suggested a Pretrial Diversion 
Program be established for the city. There was discussion of community service workers and the risk 
of liabilities to the city. 
 
Findley stated that there have been 969 citations issued for 2016 and that the largest percentage are 
non-residents. Pulsts ask Barnes and Findley to submit a list of the courts needs and a top ten list of 
how not to go to court for the public announcements outlets. 
 
Discussion of the Lake Closing 
Hammet reported to council that on September 21 she received a text message from a resident that 
DeKalb County had a sewer spill.  On September 22 she expedited a lake test and on the 23rd the 
result was 2800 from 2 the previous week. Mayor Hammet made an executive decision on the 24th to 
close the lake for the remainder of the year for the safety of the community. Another test was 
administered on the 26th with results of 2.  Holder suggested swimming at your own risk and to post 
the results. The Mayor said that Floatzilla and the Sand Castle Competition was safe for Lake Fest. 
The tests results will be posted. 
 
Mayor Hammet stated that the public comment stand in the court room was built by Ralph 
MuCulluage, resident and that he has been hospitalized due to having a stroke and to keep him and 
his family in your thoughts.  The city will be sending several get well cards to him. 
 
Mayor Comments 
There were not any at this time.  
 
Council Comments 
Pulsts commented on and addressed the council meetings for the remainder of the year because the 
Georgia Municipal Association Small Cities Conference in Vidalia will be on November 29th and that 
she, Woods and Bordeaux will attend and there will not be a quorum. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem suggested cancelling the December 29th Work Session.  
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Pulsts inquired about an update from public works regarding a boat rack at the lake.  
 
Public Comments 
There were not any at this time.  
 
Mayor Comments 
There were not any at this time.  
 
Council Comments 
There were not any at this time.  
 
 
Adjournment 
Bordeaux moved to adjourn at 9:10 pm; seconded by Holder. Approved 4-0. 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Missye Varner 
Administrative Assistant  
 
 
Approved minutes are posted on the website at http://www.pinelakega.com/city-government/minutes/archive-minutes/ 
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